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RECENT INTELLIGENCE. 


We have good news from the Mission 
in Africa as late as June 29. Forty-three 
more converts have been baptized, and a 
preacher licensed. See p. 375. 

From France we hear of continual ad- 
ditions to the number of believers ; also of 
converts faithful unto death. A new chap- 
el is greatly needed in Paris. The gos- 
pel wins some trophies among the Roman 
Catholics. 

A letter from Gottenburg, Sweden, 
speaks of a work of grace in connection 
with the week of prayer in January last. 
The revival continues and baptisms often 
occur. The need of more laborers in the 
field is seriously felt. Mr. Wiberg says a 
hundred or two hundred more preachers 
would not be toomany. Eleven brethren 
have applied for admission to the Seminary 
at Stockholm for the new term. 

At Nowgong, in Assam, five young men 
of the Normal School have recently been 
baptized, besides a Mikir woman, and 
four restored tothe church. The converts 
mostly date their serious impressions from 
their remembrances of the late Mr. Scott. 
With a truly devoted spirit, Mrs. Scott, 
appreciating the great and noble work, 
desires to remain in Assam and carry it 
forward. 

Mrs. Ingalls reports the organization of 
anew church and election of a pastor. 
She also tells of a new chapel, built by a 
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native Christian at his own expense, for 
the use of the church. The effect of the 
tidings of the progress of the Gospel 
among the Teloogoos on the minds of the 
Burman converts was to lead them to 
thanksgiving and earnest prayer. See 
letter of Mrs. Ingalls, p. 374. 

Mr. Lehmann gives a very interesting 
sketch of the meeting of the Triennial 
Conference of the churches in Germany 
and adjacent countries, held July 6-14. 
The mission in Germany continues to en- 
joy the sm iles of Heaven, and converts are 
added to the churches. See pp. 376-379. 

The present Magazine contains the first 
letters published from Prof. Knapp in 
regard to the mission in Spain. The Ex- 
ecutive Committee have formally inaugu- 
rated the work in Spain, appointed Prof. 
Knapp their missionary, and made the re- 
quisite appropriations to commence the 
work. A Baptist church has been organ- 
ized on a Scriptural platform, and the 
way seems to be opening for the extension 
of the work at an early. day. 


THE SPANISH MISSION. 


Prof. W. I. Knapp has resided several 
months in Madrid, and has been laboring 
among the people as an independent mis- 
sionary, supported chiefly by evangelical 
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people who do not sympathize with Bap- tor of the new church. The chapel will 
tists. On the 10th of August, Prof. K. seat 500 persons. There is a boys’ school 
constituted a Baptist church composed of of fifty members, and a girls’ school of 
83 members of a Presbyterian organiza- 25 members. Everything connected with 
tion, to which he had before ministered. the new mission looks encouraging. Mr. 
These had all been baptized between the Knapp has been appointed a missionary 
30th of July and the 10th of August. Up of the Union, and the mission, as now 
to August 20th, five more were baptized, organized, has been officially recog- 
making 38 in all. Mr. Knapp is the pas- nized. 


OBITUARY OF MR. VAN METER. 


Rev. Henry L. Van Meter was born in Philadelphia, Pa., Sept. 21, 1824. He re- 
eeived his education in the University of Pennsylvania and the Hamilton Literary 
and Theological Institution, and was ordained to the work of the ministry in Phila- 
delphia, Sept. 28, 1848. The same year he received appointment as a missionary 
to Burmah, and sailed from Boston in the ship Cato, Oct. 21,1848. The Sandoway 
mission, — the germ and predecessor of the mission at Bassein, — was organized in 
1849. Messrs. Abbot, Beecher, and Van Meter, — now all numbered with the dead, 
— being united together in that work, and taking the charge in their respective de- 
partments of the interests of the numerous churches and the thousands of converts 
connected with it. When the headquarters of the Sandoway mission were transferred 
to Bassein, as being more central to the native churches, — Mr. Van Meter, accom- 
panied by Mr. Abbot, arrived in Bassein in July, 1852. And at this point he labored 
in the Pwo Karen work till sickness drove him from his field to find a grave in his 
native land. 

His missionary life was diversifid by trials. In March, 1856, a disastrous fire oc- 
curred in Bassein, by which he lost everything. In 1860 he revisited the United 
States, for the purpose of re-invigorating his health, that he might the longer serve 
the Master among the heathen. Returning to his field, he labored on in faithfulness 
and hope, and with more than an average degree of success, till wasted health com- 
pelled him again to seek his native land. He reached home, as it seemed, only to 
enjoy a momentary sight of the land he loved and the dear children so long separated 
from him, and then to die. 

About four weeks after his arrival in his native country, Mr. Van Meter went to 
Mottville, near Skaneateles Lake, where Mr. H. T. Hooker, an uncle of his wife, 
resides. It was here that he found a home for his children when in this country 
eleven years since; and here he hoped, in a pure and invigorating atmosphere, 
that his obstinate malady would yield its hold — that he would recover his health, 
and be able to resume his work. At first he rode out twice a day, and thought him- 
self convalescent ; but in the course of two weeks he became so weak as to be obliged 
to remain quietly in his room. Still he was hopeful in regard to the result. Indeed, 
on the morning of the day that he died, one said to him, “ You seem to be near the end 
of the journey.” He replied, “ No, I think not.” He rallied sufficiently to say a 
few words and request some refreshment. His son, who is now in the University at 
Rochester, bad arrived early that morning. For eleven years his father had not be- 
held his face, and during that time he had grown to manhood. As he came in, the 
father’s heart was filled with joyous gratitude, mingled with somewhat of surprise at 
the great change that time had wrought, and for a long time he pressed his hand, ex- 
claiming, “Is this my son ?” 

In the afternoon of the day of his death, he seemed for awhile to suffer great pain ; 
but by and by he fell into a deep sleep, which continued till a few moments before his 
departure. He died Aug. 18, aged 46. 
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_ He was a good and useful missionary, and his letters and journals at the Missionary 

Rooms bear abundant testimony that his labors were crowned with the Divine bless- 
ing. 

‘May God sustain his bereaved widow, still at her post in Bassein, and be a father 
to his fatherless children. Who will take up his work in the Pwo Karen field, and 
reap with the sickle which he has so early been called to resign? The ripened 
harvest waits for a reply. 


CHINA AS A MISSION FIELD. 


By Rev. M. J. Ninepo, Cura. 


The ignorance and superstition, the wickedness and lost condition of the countless 
multitudes of souls in China, should enlist our deepest sympathies, and most earnest 
efforts for their salvation. 

There are those who boast of the education, civilization, and enlightenment of the 
Chinese, which, as they affirm, render Christian efforts to enlighten and elevate them 
uncalled for. It is a sufficient refutation of all such assumptions, to state the facts, 
that, as a rule, not more than one in fifty of the men, and none of the women, can 
read and write ; that all classes, the literary men not excepted, are destitute of all 
knowledge of the sciences, which are not taught in any of their schools ; that on the 
other hand, the minds of all are filled with the grossest ignorance and superstition, 
which constitute an effectual bar to a high state of civilization, and a clog to every 
move in the direction of progress. The ignorance and superstition of the people have 
kept China in the very same state and condition she was in more than 2,000 years 
ago. Christianity alone can burst and throw off these fetters, and cause her to rise 
and take her place among civilized and enlightened nations, and enter upon a career 
of progress. 

There are others who say that the heathen, being ignorant, and living according to 
the light they possess, are not guilty, and will not be lost ; hence the preaching of the 
gospel to them is superfluous. But what are the facts? Have the heathen — have 
the Chinese — not a knowledge of right and wrong, a knowledge of the principles of 
moral law? Most certainly they have. The Chinese are great moralists, in the sense 
of talking morality, and depending upon morality for salvation from punishment. 
They have an endless number of moral maxims, which they are at no loss to apply on 
every proper occasion. For example, ‘ Punishment follows crime, as the shadow fol- 
lows the substance.” ‘ We may conceal from man’s eye, but not from Heaven’s eye.” 
“ He who sins against Hvavea, has no place for prayer.” The readiness and correct- 
ness with which they wiil talk on moral subjects, and analyze moral character, and 
the earnestness with which they will condemn immoral conduct, show the moral “ law 
written in their hearts.” Their own conscience also, “ accuses” them when they do 
wrong ; and though its voice may be weaker than in those reared amid Christian and 
Bible influences, still it makes itself heard. They are convinced of their sinfulness, 
and acknowledge it, and feel the need of some expiation of their guilt. Hence, the 
numerous expedients to which they resort in order to avoid the consequences of their 
sins. No, they cannot excuse themselves, nor do they try to shield themselves with 
the excuses that some in Christian lands frame for them, viz., that they do not know 
right from wrong, that they are ignorant, hence innocent. When a Chinese performs 
any immoral, unjust, or other wrong act, if some heathen apologist should step up and 
say to him, — “ You poor fellow, you did not know any better,” he would take it as 
an insult. Though the Chinese know the right, they often do the wrong ; though they 
can talk morality very well, they are extremely bad practisers. They are thoroughly 
corrupt, vicious, wicked. Their hearts are like cages of unclean birds. They have 
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no innocence, no purity, no fitness for the holy abode, and the pure and spiritual em- 
ployments of heaven. 

The literati or Confucianists, among whom we might expect a pure morality if in 
any class, we find to be inveterately addicted to lying, treachery, and extortion, 
Among the rulers, all of whom are professed Confucianists, justice is unknown; 
bribery, extortion, and oppression, constitute the universal rule among the officials of 
every grade. Avariciousness sways the hearts of all classes, from the highest to the 
lowest. There is no mode of deception and fraud, no trick nor art in trade, no quack- 
ery nor jugglery, in which they are not perfect adepts. Deception and lying are so 
common, that the people have almost lost the consciousness that they are wrong. 
Backbiting and quarrelling, slandering and cursing, intrigues and broils are universal. 
Pilfe ring and theft ; extortion, robbery, and piracy ; lotteries, gambling-shops, opium- 
dens, and brothels, are very common. In short, the description given in Romans of 
the moral condition of the heathen, is true to the letter as applied to the Chinese. 
** Filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whisperers, backbiters, haters of God 
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without un- 
derstanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful.” 
“‘ There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

Moreover, there is their great sin of idolatry, — a sin more frequently and severely 
eondemned in the Bible than any other. Some have supposed that the Chinese are 
not much attached to idolatrous worship. This isa great mistake. If they were not 
thoroughly wedded to their idols, they surely would not spend so much time and 
money upon them as they do. Hundreds of millions of dollars are annually expended 
in China upon idolatrous feasts and worships. For a period of over 3,000 years, idol- 
atry, from small beginnings, has gradually been extending, and strengthening its hold 
upon the nation. It has grown with its growth, and strengthened with its strength, 
until it has permeated every part of it, and interwoven itself into the very frame-work 
and texture of society. It enters largely into the customs and habits of the people, 
and constitutes a marked feature in all the more important and sacred transactions in 
life. It gives tone to every religious belief and practice. Every pursuit in life has its 
own patron god. Even robbers and pirates have their gods, whose aid they invoke. 

Idolatry binds the minds of the people with strong fetters of superstition, burdens 
them with a depressing dread of countless ills from fancied gods and evil spirits, be- 
sides laying upon them a crushing weight of expense. Millions make their living by 
making and vending shrines, idols, and articles used in idolatrous worship. Their idol- 
atry assumes a Protean form. Many never visit an idol-temple to worship ; yet they 
worship the “kitchen-god,” or the “ god-of-wealth,” or the “ locai-god ;” and all 
worship “ heaven and earth,” and their ancestors. 

Now in view of all their accumulated guilt and pollution, how are the heathen to be 
purified and saved without the gospel? They are “all under sin,” all are “ guilty 
before God.” “ By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified.” “ The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.” Where then 
is there any hope for the hundreds of millions of heathen in China, in their. present 
state ? None, absolutely none! They are all in the “broad road that leadeth to 
destruction.” Hell is their portion; and no one who is intimately acquainted with 
the character and conduct of the heathen, but must admit that their damnation is most 
richly deserved. 

No, we do not go to China or India, to preach the gospel to poor innocents, over 
whom a fate is impending which they do not deserve. It is because they are deserv- 
ing and exposed to everlasting perdition that we preach Christ to the heathen, the 
only hope of salvation. Here is our great responsibility as Christians, with reference 
to China ; all those vast multitudes are going to hell, and Christ having committed to 
us the Gospel, commanis us to “‘ go and preach” it to every one of them ; “ he that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved, he that believeth not shall be damned.” 
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SIAM. 
Chinese Mllssion of Bangkok. 


LETTER FROM Dr. DEAN. 


China Open. Bangkok, June 8, 1870 
— Three things fill my heart with ador- 
ing wonder. One is the opening of the 
heathen world to Christian labor. For 
instance, the interior of China, as just 
explored by friend Knowlton, where an 
ocean of humanity, whose deep waters 
have rested for ages unrippled by the 
breath of Heaven, is now open to Chris- 
tian navigation. We have long been ac- 
customed to look upon China with feelings 
of wonder; but when we stand face to face 
before the hundreds of millions of our fel- 
low men, going to eternity without Christ, 
we are awe-struck and stagger back from 
the sight. 


Success of the Work. Another thing 
that fills me with pleasing wonder is the 
success which is attending missionary work. 
Churches are established in various parts 
of China. Many are coming from the 
hills and valleys of Assam to learn of 
Christ the Saviour. Men and women in 
Burmah are still turning to the living God, 
and multitudes in Madras are making a 
pilgrimage to the man of God, for the or- 
dinances of the gospel, and to learn the 
landmarks of their way to heaven. One 
of your missionaries baptized there 324 in 
a month, and the cry is still heard for 
more laborers to gather in the ripening 
harvest among the Teloogoos, who a few 
years ago were regarded as a doomed peo- 
ple, and your Society gravely discussed 
the question of abandoning them to the 
heathen’s fate. Martyrs in Madagascar are 
coming to life ; Spain is breaking the Ro- 
man yoke; Northern Europe is embrac- 
ing the truth as it isin Jesus; Africa is 
stretching out her hands to God ; the isl- 
ands of the sea are accepting the gospel. 
Indeed, the whole world stands with out- 
stretched arms for the bread of Life. 


Christian Liberality. The other won- 
derful thing is, that our own country, just 
rising from her life-struggle, covered with 
dust, bespattered with blood, and stagger- 
ing under the load of such a national debt, 


should so soon have regained more than 

her wonted political power and commer- ' 
cial prosperity, and have poured into the 

treasury of our churches such supplies of 
Christian men, and such stores of grain and 
gold, for giving the gospel to the world. 


A Wonder. I might add a fourth won- 
der which is, in view of the opened fields, 
the ripened harvests, and the wealth of the 
churches, that in April, our Treasury in 
Boston should still want one hundred 
thousand dollars, to meet the appropria- 
tions for the year. 


LETTER FROM Mr. PARTRIDGE. 


Statistics of the Mission. Bangkok, 
June 7, 1870.— Since reading the Sta- 
tistics of the missions in Bangkok, as re- 
corded in the Magazine for April, 1870, 
I have been looking over, with Dr. Dean, 
the church record for the Baptist mission 
in Bangkok. I find there the names of 
149 Chinese and five Europeans, who 
have been baptized and received into the 
fellowship of the churches of our mission. 

Of the missionaries of our Society who 
have labored here for the Chinese, only 
four have lived here more than two years. 
Dr. Dean stands first in respect to time, 
he having spent ten years here ; Mr. Tel- 
ford, nine years; Mr. Goddard seven and 
a half years, and Mr. Ashmore, seven 
years. Here we have, in the aggregate, 
less than forty-four years of labor. 

Allow to each of these men four years 
for preparation and we have less than 
twenty-eight years of actual work among 
the Chinese. And besides, something 
more must be deducted, as it is impossible 
for men to work here as they could in 
their own language and in their own 
country. Measure the results by the 
amount of labor. Do they not compare 
favorably with the work at home ? 

But we ought also to take into account 
the needful preparatory work for the 
heathen as well as for the missionary, be- 
fore the truth can be made intelligible 
here. There is a great amount of igno- 
rance and prejudice to be met and over- 
come, before the Chinese can be compared 
with impenitent men at home. 
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Character of the Converts. As to the 
character of the converts here, I think it 
will compare favorably with that of con- 
verts in China, Burmah, and other heathen 
countries, where the same amount of in- 
struction has been enjoyed. The net 
gathers both the good and the bad. 

Philip baptized Simon. Missionaries 
do not claim infallibility, nor do they pre- 
tend to a clearer insight into the charac- 
ter of men than do pastors in our home 
churches. Some have been admitted who 
have proved themselves unworthy, and to 
have neither part nor lot in this matter. 
But there are others, living epistles of 
Christ, known and read of men. Some 
have died in the faith, leaving pleasing 
testimony that they have gone to the 
heaven of the Christian. 


BURMAH. 
Mission to Burmans, 
Lerrer FRoM Mrs. INGALLS. 


Church Organized. Thongzai, May 29, 
1870.— You will rejoice to hear that a 


church was organized at Sonnway on the 


8th of this month. It was constituted 
with thirty members. It was a very 
stormy day outside, but we had peace 
within our chapel. After the sermon and 
charge by the Thongzai and Letpadan 
pastors, we took up a collection, which 
they at once voted should be used for a 
church-book and chapel mats, and after 
a short intermission, we celebrated the 
Lord's Supper. 


Sheaf Gathered. The only cloud of 
sorrow which came over us was the loss 
of one who was the first baptized in that 
town. Alone at first, he met with great 
opposition, but soon the Lord watered the 
good seed of his life and conversation, 
and he had Christian brethren and sisters. 
A chapel was built, two schools were es- 
tablished, a pastor called, and preachers 
located ; and now he looked forward to 
the time when a church would be formed. 
He was somewhat advanced in years, and 
had a comfortable living; but he wished 
that all his talents might be consecrated 
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to the Lord and His cause, and he became 
a timber merchant, hoping thereby to 
make his offerings ; but he contracted a 
fever while he was in the forest, and the 
Master called him home to join the church 
above. 

Before he died, he left funds for the 
making of a well in our mission compound ; 
but he was earnest in making it under- 
stood that his hope of heaven rested en- 
tirely on the merits of Christ. 

After our service we had two applicants 
for baptism ; but the church wait to see 
more of the daily life of the two men. 


Letpadan Church. The Sonnway 
church have called the Letpadan pastor, 
who is the only suitable man for their large 
town, and ere long we hope another man 
will be ordained for the Letpadan church. 
He is now the acting pastor, and is aided 
by another preacher and a school-teacher, 
with one lay preacher. Four have lately 
been added to the Letpadan church by 
baptism. Two have taken heathen wives 
without the Christian ceremony ; so they 
have a mingling of joy and sorrow. 


Chapel built by one Christian. One of 
the Christians there bas completed a large 
wooden and brick chapel at his own ex- 
pense, and for this we rejoice and take 
courage. We have good tidings from the 
mountain tops, where we have lately sent 
a Burman and Karen preacher ; but O for 
such an outpouring as they have among 
the Teloogoos ! 

I reported this to the preachers and col- 
porteurs yesterday, and last evening it was 
the subject of great joy, and prayer was 
offered for the Great Shepherd’s care over 
the lambs there. 

What a joy this must be to brother and 
sister Douglass, who used to ask that at 
least prayer might be earnestly offered for 
the Teloogoos. 


Giving Everlasting Life. We hear that 
the churches are withholding their contri- 
butions for missions. Have you got a new 
Bible, or, do they disbelieve the words of 
Christ — “ He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life?” Will not every man, 
woman and child do all they can to give 
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everlasting life to the heathen? Tell 
them, when you go out among our people, 
that it is not mere food and clothing that 
they give, but “everlasting life.” Years 
ago a friend of mine sent a jacket to a 
poor man who was learning to read. It 
touched his heart to know of their kind- 
ness, and he found out the fountain from 
which this love and life came to his soul, 
and in a few years he went to enjoy this 
“ everlasting life of holiness,” and in a few 
months more my friend went also. The 
jacket was usec! here, but the life which it 
brought has an everlasting endurance. 

O let each one bless God for the per- 
mission to aid any poor soul in obtaining 
this life. I hope none of my special 
friends have become deserters. If they 
have, I will mourn for them, and not for 
the Master’s cause. 


How the Missionaries Feel. Some of 
the missionaries on the field are very sad 
at the home tidings, and bow their heads 
in sorrow. My head is still up, and my 
heart full of hope. I hope I am not de- 
ceived. I see still bands of working youth, 
earnest children, faithful pastors, and tried 
gray-haired men and women. Those 
pledges were not begotten for the mere 
wish to give courage to the returning 
missionary. The funds docome, and with 
them sympathy and prayer, an evidence 
that they feel for lost souls and that they 
desire the growing graces of the converts. 
“For what is a man profited if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his soul!” 


to Assam. 


LEerrerR FROM Mrs. Scorr. 


Baptisms at Nowgong. Nowgong, June 
9, 1870. — Last Sabbath was a glad day 
for us. Five of the young men of the 
Normal School and one Mikir woman were 
baptized into the fellowship of our little 
church. Four members were restored. 
In the evening we all gathered around 
the Lord’s table to celebrate His dying 
love. 


“ Their Works do follow them.” A good 
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spirit seems to pervade our little band of 
Christians. Most of those recently con- 
verted date their convictions of the truth 
from the day of Mr. Scott’s death. One 
of the restored members was a young 
man of fine education and unusual prom- 
ise; in an evil hour he had listened to the 
voice of the tempter, and sadly and griev- 
ously fallen. A few weeks ago he saw in 
a dream his beloved teacher Scott, ap- 
proach him, and without saying a word he 
took the young man’s Testament, and 
turned to the Spirit’s message to the La- 
odiceans. The book which Mr. Scott 
gave him as he pointed out the words to 
him pierced his inmost heart, and he found 
no peace till he found the Saviour’s for- 
giveness. Thus the departed dead still 
lives and works among this people. 


A Grand and Noble Work It would 
be a great trial for me to leave this work 
now. 

If God in His infinite wisdom can make 
any use of me in the salvation of this peo- 
ple, I shall praise Him through all eternity 
for this unspeakable privilege, this great 
honor. The work grows more grand and 
noble as it unfolds itself to me in all its 
bearings and train of influences. 


PAissfon to Africa. 
Lerrer FROM Mr. RICHARDSON. 


Forty Converts Baptized. Monrovia, 
June 9, 1870. — I am still laboring in this 
most interesting missionary field with 
astonishing success. A glorious work 
exists in this far-off heathen land. On 
Thursday, May 5, I left Monrovia, for 
Robertsport, Grand Cape Mount. On 
Sabbath morning, the 8th, I had the 
pleasure of baptizing forty souls, hopefully 
brought to the knowledge of the truth as 
it is in Jesus. At half past one o'clock, 
p. M., I went to the house of worship and 
received the new members, and then 
administered the Lord’s Supper. Surely 
the Lord was with us on the occasion ; 
for His presence lighted up our dark 
minds and filled us with spiritual life, 
causing our hearts to burn within us, 
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while we were under the influence of His 
love. 


A Preacher Baptized. On Saturday, 
the 2ist, I left Monrovia for my native 
station, Virginia. On Sabbath, the 22d, 
I went from my residence to the church, 
preached at 11 from Matt. 28 : 29, having 
gone thither for the purpose of baptizing. 
After preaching, I had the pleasure of bap- 
tizing three Methodists, a preacher, his 
wife, and a Golah boy. In the afternoon 
I administered the Lord’s Supper, having 
received the three new members. 

There is a blessed work in this land. 
There are five more converts at Roberts- 
port, to be baptized. Being absent at 
_ the time of my visit, the church has pro- 
posed to send them to Monrovia for that 


purpose. 


Preacher Licensed. On Sunday, June 
4, I left Monrovia for Virginia, to hear 
the preacher who was baptized May 22, 
with reference to a license as a Baptist 
preacher. The trial-sermon was satisfac- 
tory, and the license was granted. After- 
wards I baptized a convert and preached 
from Isaiah 3 : 10. 


Mission to Germanp. 


EIGHTH TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE.* 


The Eighth Triennial Conference of 
Churches of Baptized Christians in Ger- 
many, Denmark, Holland, Switzerland, 
France, Poland, Russia, Turkey and Af- 
rica was held in Hamburg, July 6-14. 


The Assembly. The prevailing element 
of the Conference was, of course, Ger- 
man, though several brethren were pres- 
ent from other countries. Of the Eng- 
lish brethren there were present the 
faithful friend of the mission and unwea- 
ried collector, br. Sharp ; br. Alfred Tilly, 
from Cardiff, in Wales, and his warm- 
hearted deacon, Richard Corey. From 
North America came br. Grinmel, son of 
a brother of the same name, who suffered 


* This article is translated from a sketch by 


Rev. Joseph Lehmann, in the German Missions- 
blatt. 


Mission to Germany :— Kighth Triennial Conference. (October, 


persecution and imprisonment years ago 
in Hesse ; he now has the joy of seeing 
his son pastor of the First Baptist Church 
in Buffalo. Besides, br. Wiberg, from 
Sweden, spent several days at the Confer- 
ence and offered most interesting commu- 
nications touching his work. Br. Elvin 
was the delegate of a church in Glasgow, 
Scotland, an ardent friend of the German 
mission. The old and beloved pioneers 
in the work were in their places as usual, 
the revered founder of the mission, br. 
Oncken, at their head, of advanced age, 
but as ready and active as ever ; also, his 
son-in-law, br. C. Schauffler, happily re- 
stored from a recent and revere illness 
and able to speak again with his eloquent 
voice; br. J. Koebner, who now devotes 
all his time to the Danish churches, but 
who is still animated by his old love for his 
German brethren, among whom he has 
been a most useful laborer ; br. G. W. 
Lehmann, lately returned from a collect- 
ing tour in England, and the soul of busi- 
ness at the present session ; and how many 
others, from how many different places ! 
But few dear, well-known faces were miss- 
ing. Delightful scene! Svarcely one be- 
loved member was wanting in the beau- 
tiful chain! All the old warriors were 
here again, and many new and vigorous 
young men were added. What cause for 
rendering thanks to God! It was a real 
family festival of the German Baptists ; 
and the whole tone of the meeting with 
hardly an interruption was earnest and 
brotherly. 


State of the Work. The survey of the 
present state of the work furnished no 
less a cause for thanksgiving. The tree, 
planted in Hamburg a feeble shoot, has 
been constantly rooting more deeply and 
branching more widely. Such was the 
universal impression, derived from a re- 
view of the work. It was evinced by the 
number of delegates and strangers pres- 
ent, — more than 120. The application 
of fourteen new churches to be received 
to the Conference testified no less to the 
progress of the work within the last three 
years. It was still more manifest from the 
tidings coming from remote points and the 
call for laborers not only from Austria, 
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the Danubian principalities and Russia, 
but also from Africa and Australia. The 
German Baptists, now that br. Bischlin 
has become a missionary in China, have 
entered all quarters of the globe, and no- 
ble prospects for the future are opening to 
them on every side. The tidings from 
Russia were particularly interesting, lead- 
ing the whole assembly to break forth in 
one Te Deum together, — the German 
and English brethren singing at the same 
time in one harmonious melody, known 
alike to both nations. Even the stones 
cried out in sympathy, rejoicing ina new 
advance of the work of God in our father- 
land ; I refer to the beautiful, spacious and 
airy apartment for the new thevlogical 
school, erected over the old chapel, where, 
if God will, a number of the messengers 
of peace will for a longer time than for- 
merly be gathered for purposes of study, 
and whence they will then go forth to 
these waiting fields. 


Discussion on Systematic Giving. The 
subjects which occupied the attention of 
the Conference were very various. One 
subject which called forth earnest and in- 
terested discussion was the duty of giving 
for the cause of God. This was a new 
topic in our meetings, and may be re- 
garded as constituting the main feature of 
the occasion. Not that there was a design 
abruptly to discuss this point; but the 
Lord so ordered it, especially through the 
presence of the brethren from Wales, who 
warmly advocated the system of regular 
weekly contributions for the cause of 
God, on Scriptural grounds. See especi- 
ally 1 Cor, 16: 1. They stated that this 
genuinely Scriptural method was intro- 
duced everywhere into the churches in 
Wales, as well as in their own church at 
Cardiff ; and they testified from their own 
experience to the great blessing which the 
faithful performance of this Divinely indi- 
cated duty brings, as well to the giver as 
to the cause of God. The result of this 
discussion was,that the Conference agreed 
unanimously to a series of carefully pre- 
pared resolutions, to be laid before all the 
. churches, which, it is hoped, will have the 
most delightful practical effect every where 
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and mark a new era in the history of the 
German churches. 


Building Fund. Another topic brought 
before the Conference was the founding 
of a Church Building Loan Fund. An 
arrangement was made to lay the founda- 
tion of such a fund, of which a commence- 
ment is made partly by the donation of 
an English friend, partly by the amounts 
collected for this purpose by br. G. W. 
Lehmann. It is to be hoped that if the 
churches provide for the gradual accumu- 
lation of this fund, the pressing need for 
houses of Divine worship in many places 
will be more quickly and satisfactorily sup- 
plied than heretofore. 


Debt of the Hamburg Chapel. The 
Conference was distinguished not only by 
words, but also by deeds. Just as unde- 
signedly as the discussion on systematic 
giving, another subject came before the 
brethren. It came to the knowledge of 
the English brethren that the beautiful 
chapel in Hamburg was burdened with a 
debt. Warm in heart ard prompt in 
action, impelled by their own generosity, 
these brethren had formed the resolution 
to roll off this burden from the shoulders 
of the beloved mother-church in Ham- 
burg, and her venerable pastor, Br. Tilly, 
brought before the Conference a well di- 
gested plan, by which, if all the churches 
of the Conference consent to do their share, 
in one year a thousand pounds sterling, 
or one third of the debt, can be easily dis- 
charged. Br. Corey instantly offered to 
pay £100, if the remaining £900 could be 
collected in England and Hamburg and 
elsewhere. The example kindled like fire. 
A wonderful spirit for this object was in- 
stantly diffused, and in a short time more 
than $1000 were paid in by the Confer- 
ence, or subscribed. Thus a splendid be- 
ginning was made towards discharging 
the debt. 

On the Sabbath included in the ses- 
sions, we enjoyed the usual blessed oppor- 
tunities. Br. Koebner preached in the 
morning, br. G. W. Lehmann in the 
afternoon, followed by the Lord's Sup- 
per, at which br. Oncken presided. The 
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whole floor of the chapel was filled with 
guests. 


LETTER FROM Mr. WIEHLER. 


Prayer Answered. Reetz, June, 1870. 
—“ And it shall come to pass that before 
they call I will answer, and while they are 
yet speaking, I will hear.” Isa. 65: 24. 
God has given us the most manifest ans- 
wers, that He may encourage us to con- 
tinue in united prayer. On the first day 
of Easter I baptized in Zeinike three men 
from different places, thus giving us a foot- 
hold in two new and remote cities, Dram- 
burg and Belgard, where I have since 
held very promising meetings. A super- 
intendent and two theological students re- 
sided in the former city, where I spoke on 
Christ’s first sermon in Nazareth (Luke 4 : 
18). They were surprised that I said 
nothing of doctrinal differences, to hear 
which was their chief aim in coming to the 
meeting. I at once undertook to show 
them that I had endeavored to fulfil the 
commission of Jesus Christ, — to preach 
the gospel only to every creature. I have 
since been urgently requested to preach 
there again very soon. 

On the second day of Easter, we held 
a love feast in Zeinike. Jehovah an- 
swered our cry by a mighty rushing of His 
Holy Spirit, so that there were no bounds 
to the earnest prayer and the weeping of 
penitent sinners. At the close we could 
not but say, “* The Lord is risen indeed, 
and hath appeared unto us.” Some went 
home, joyful in the peace of the Lord 
Jesus ; others still doubted. 


The Spirit Poured Out. At the Pass- 
over the church met again according to 
its ancient custom in Reetz. On such an 
occasion our chapel, though it has only 
been built ten years, is too small. Onthe 
very first day Jehovah blessed us in an 
unusual manner by the effusion of the 
Holy Spirit. There were but few dry 
eyes under the afternoon sermon. Some 
could not keep their seats, but fell upon 
their knees, weeping and praying for 
mercy, till they received the consolation 
of the Holy Spirit. Then they embraced 
and kissed for joy those that were nearest 
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them. It was a most impressive scene, 
Notwithstanding, everything was perfectly 
quiet, so that I was not interrupted at all 
in preaching. 

I preached afterwards on the baptism of 
the day of Pentecost, and then in the pres- 
ence of an assembly deeply impressed by 
the power of God’s Spirit, I administered 
the ordinance to nine redeemed sinners. 
God wrought so powerfully on the audi- 
ence that undoubtedly others will soon fol- 
low their Lord into His watery grave. 


Impressive Scene. Among the happy 
candidates were three, of the ages of nine, 
twelve and seventeen, denominated by the 
State church “ heathen,” who had never 
experienced “ baptismal regeneration, in 
infant baptism,” so called, but had now in 
a remarkable manner received the Holy 
Spirit, for a witness to the superstitious. 
After the new “ fellow-citizens with the 
saints” and members “of the household 
of God” had been welcomed to the 
church, in a most impressive manner, br. 
W. Bléder, a member of the church, 
stepped between the two youngest chil- 
dren, and taking them in his arms ex- 
claimed, “ Here, Lord, am I, and the 
children whom thou hast given me, now 
for the second time.” Then he spoke a 
few earnest words of joy and exhortation, 
and prayed out of a full heart and praised 
God for such rich blessings. The child of 
twelve years was his first born, and that 
of nine, his third. 

If any one can be hungry and murmur 
(1 Cor. 10: 10) amid such blessings, — 
the Lord have mercy on him. 


Ten Converts Baptized. In our young 
daughter-church at Berlinchen, the Lord 
has answered prayer in a similar way. 
Very joyful awakenings and cases of con- 
version have recently taken place. Some 
have suffered severe persecution from 
their nearest relations; but they have 
been preserved, and are ready joyfully to 
suffer the spoiling of their goods for the 
sake of Christ. On a calm and glorious 
Sabbath evening I was permitted to bury 
in the likeness of the Saviour’s death ten 
of the happiest persons in the world. 
This is very beautiful fruit {rom this young . 
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vineyard. We hope for great things in 
the future, if only God’s people continue 
constant and united in prayer. God 
makes Himself responsible for the answer. 
The word of promise and our past experi- 
ence are an abundant guaranty. 


LETTER FROM Mr. GERLACH, HAMMERSTEIN. 


Baptismal Scene. Hammerstein, July 
4,1870.— On the 12th of June we had 
a baptism in the colony of Zakrziifske. 
It had pleased the Lord to rescue two dear 
souls in that place from the prince of dark- 
ness and to make them the reward of His 
pains. The tidings that they were to re- 
ceive baptism were spread everywhere. 
When I arrived on the 11th and held a 
meeting, about 200 assembled, thinking 
that the ordinance was to occur on that 
evening. At the close of the service, all 
remained in their seats. I told them the 
service was ended, and advised them to go 
home quietly. At lastthey went out, but 
remained about the windows full two hours. 
But finding that all remained quiet, most 


of them went home, only leaving a few to 
watch us. 

The next day, June 12, the meeting 
was very crowded, both fofenoon and 


afternoon. I saw that the ordinance 
could not be administered without disturb- 
ance, and so deemed sit best to announce 
that it would occur at nine o’clock in the 
evening ; and I begged all who should be 
present to behave quietly. 

An hour before the time appointed, 
two rooms and the entry were filled with 
people. I preached a short sermon from 
8 to 9, from Acts 2: 41, showing that in- 
fant baptism was without Scripture author- 
ity. Among the hearers was a member 
of the Church-council. 

At the appointed time we proceeded to 
the baptism, singing as we went, and the 
whole multitude followed after. Many 
people were standing before their houses, 
who also joined the procession. On reach- 
ing the water we knelt down, and both 
the candidates and I prayed. Every- 
thing was tranquil. After the baptism 
we returned to our place of meeting, joy- 
ful and singing. Most of the spectators 
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accompanied us, so that the rooms were 
again filled, and many had to stand with- 
out. It was with difficulty that I could 
reach my place at the table. Here we 
celebrated the Lord's Supper, enjoying a 
rich blessing. We felt that the Lord was 
near, visiting and refreshing our souls. 


PHissfon to Sweden. 
Lerrer FRoM Mr. WIBERG. 


Call for Laborers. Christianstadt, June 
29, 1870.— The want of laborers is 
deeply felt in Sweden, as elsewhere. Our 
heart is filled with sorrow and pain, when 
we think of the millions of immortal 
souls in Sweden, Norway, and Finland, 
who are perishing in want of preachers of 
the gospel. Had we a hundred or two 
hundred preachers who could devote their 
whole time to preaching, it would indeed 
not be too much. Will you not enable us 
to send out at least ten men? How much 
good, nay what an incalculable amount of 
good might not be effected, by sending 
out on the mission field ten more poor, un- 
educated brethren, “ prepared for the 
work by God!” 


The Seminary at Stockholm. We closed 
the spring term of our Seminary on the 
first of June. During the year nine 
brethren had availed themselves of the in- 
struction. Of these, one died in the be- 
ginning of the year. Four brethren who 
had finished their course of studies left the 
Seminary and went out on their respective 
fields. 

For the coming year, no less than eleven 
brethren have applied for admission to the 
Seminary, and have been received. Thus 
we expect to have fifteen students for the 
coming year. Of these, however, two 
brethren are from Denmark and offer to 
support themselves. 

At the close of the session, brn. Broady, 
Drake, and myself engaged to go to 
Christianstadt, south of Sweden, to impart 
some instruction to our preachers in that 
region, according to the pattern of your 
Ministerial Institutes. Br. Drake and my- 
self arrived here on the 11th inst. and 
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commenced our work. Br. Broady was 
expected after a couple of days, but did 
not come. And at last we were informed 
that he had been dangerously ill from an 
inflammation of the lungs. The lastnews 
received from Stockholm states, however, 
that there had been a slight change for the 
better. Br. Drake and myself are trying 
to fill up the vacancy, assisted by br. Win- 
gren, 4 former pupil at the Seminary, now 
pastor of the church here. We have 
twelve brethren in attendance, who seem 
to be interested and are eager for knowl- 
edge. Besides instructing the brethren, 
we are preaching in the town and vicin- 


ity. 


Missionary Tour. Br. Drake and my- 
self have just returned from a trip into the 
country around Christianstadt, where we 
stayed four days. As it may serve to give 
an insight into the state of things here, I 
give a short description of our trip. 

On Thursday, June 23, we went to 
Ulistorp, eight miles from Christianstadt, 
where there is a Baptist church, number- 
ing 138 members. The object of our visit 
was to attend the first annual meeting of 
the Wendes Missionary Union, which was 
formed eight months ago and consists ex- 
clusively of Baptists. I should judge that 
about 200 were assembled, among them 
representatives from twenty-two different 
churches. The day was spent in giving 
and listening to the accounts of the Society 
for the past year, and in discussing several 
subjects relating to the cause of Christ, 
after which br. Drake and a young 
brother Akesson, preached in the evening. 

The Lord had been pleased greatly to 
bless the efforts of this little Society. It 
already numbered 502 members, and had 
supported, during the eight months of its 
existence, nine brethren, of whom four had 
devoted their whole time on the mission 
field. All the churches in the district had 
been visited by these brethren, and what 
was still better, all the churches had been 
blessed by an outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, and to every church except one, 
there had been additions by baptism. In 
some churches there had been large addi- 
tions. The brethren had travelled through 
the greatest part of the provincesof Chris- 
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tianstadt and Malmo, and in their travel- 
lings also visited several parts of the 
country which had never before been 
visited by Baptist preachers. 


Labors and Successes. In two of these 
regions, the minds of the people had been 
led to inquire into the subject of baptism. 
Several of those converted during the 
year through the labors of those mission- 
aries were present at the annual meeting, 
as living epistles. The missionaries were 
also present, and gave severally an ac- 
count of their labors. Two of them had 
labored on the island of Hven, in the 
strait of Oresund, where the celebrated 
Swedish astronomer, Tycho Brahe, had 
his residence and observatory. On this 
island there are seven hundred inhabi- 
tants, of whom from two to three hundred 
were in the habit of attending the meet- 
ings of our brethren. A work of grace 
has commenced among the people, and the 
attention of several had been drawn to 
the subject of baptism. 

One brother reported that many had 
been awakened and received peace in be- 
lieving, in the parish of Vidtskofle, and 
added tothe church. He said that several 
were in the habit of uniting in prayer 
that the Lord would bless the preached 
word, and they received an almost instan- 
taneous evidence that their prayers were 
heard. Another reperted that several had 
been awakened in the neighborhood of 
Yitad, and some had received peace in 
believing. Also, that some young persons 
had been hopefully converted in the prov- 
ince of Smiland. Through the labors 
of another brother there had arisen a re- 
markable revival in a parish of Smiland, 
where on one evening nine received peace 
in believing, and on the following evening, 
seven. In the southern part of the pro- 
vince of Malmo, two brethren had labored 
with signal success. This region was ex- 
ceedingly dark, and the people were es- 
pecially addicted to swearing and dancing. 
But now many cry to God for mercy, and 
are inquiring what they shall do to be 
saved. Great numbers assemble to listen 
to the word, and one of the brethren has 
been in the habit of preaching to the peo- 
ple out in yards, in the fields and on the 
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streets. At one place, a gentry seat 
called Bjornstorp, the steward threatened 
to expel the people who lived on the 
property, if they dared to open their 
houses for religious meetings. But the 
people encouraged our brethren, saying, 
“Come to us and preach; we shall give 
you food and lodging, and you can preach 
on the mountains and in the fields.” 


- Work among Children. The Society 
had also endeavored to work upon the 
rising generation, by establishing week- 
day schools for children. Eight such 
schools had been established in connection 
with the Society; the number of the 
scholars attending was 215. In several 
of the schools there had been a work of 
grace among the children, and in one 
place severa! children had received peace 
in believing, and been united with the 
church. 

The following day, which was midsum- 
mer day, was also spent in religious exer- 
cises. I preached in the morning in the 
meeting-house at Ullstorp. In the after- 
noon we assembled in a grove, where 
about 700 persons had gathered, and sev- 
eral speakers addressed the people. It 
was a very solemn meeting. 

The following day, Saturday, we kept 
school with our ministering brethren at a 
village called Vanneberga, where the 
Lutherans opened their meeting-house for 
us. In the evening br. Drake and myself 
preached. 

Sunday, June 26, we went to Hessle- 
holm, where we spent a very blessed day. 
There is a large meeting-house owned by 
Lutherans, Separatists and Baptists, which 
is occupied in turn by the three different 
denominations, the Baptists, however, hav- 
ing the lion’s share. In this house, some 
700 or 800 met to listen tothe word. Br. 
Drake preached in the morning, and I 
preached in the evening. The time be- 
tween was spent in free conversation on 
different religious subjects. 

Mr. Malm, one of the Swedish preachers, 
writes: — 

The Lord has, in a rich measure, blessed 
my work during the past year. It is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes. 


Lerrer From Mr. TRUvE. 


Revival and the Week of Prayer. Got- 
tenburg, June 30, 1870. -- J have contin- 
ued the work here, which has been at- 
tended with more. blessings than usual. 
The spring and summer used to be a 
“dead season ;” but with us it has been 


a living one. The work that commenced” - 


during the week of prayer was not a blaze 
that died away with the close of that 
week, but has widened and deepened all 
the while, and is still going on. 

The hall we have rented in the suburbs 
is open every Sunday for preaching, anda 
young man who has lately been converted 
has taken charge of the Sunday-school 
there. In our old hall we continue as 
usual with preaching and prayer-meet- 
ings several times a week. The meetings 
are well attended, and one after another 
is converted. 

I have prayed and worked for a revival 
that should go on in a gradual way and 
give us additions to the church every 
month. I consider it better for the church, 
and look upon the converts as brought to 
the profession of Christ through the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, and not by the 
large numbers that have pressed around 
them and forced them to embrace relig- 
ion. 

We have tried to have the communion 
and the baptism administered as openly as 
possible, and I think it is good for the 
people not only to hear, but to see, how 
we do. 


Public Relation of Experience. Lately 
when any of the candidates for baptism 
have related their exper ence, we have 
thought best to allow the whole congrega- 
tion, or so many as wished it, to remain 
and hear the experiences related. Many 
of them have gone away, both Methodists 
and Lutherans, and said, “ If we were so 
particular with regard to those we receive 
into our church, we should have a less 
number, but better Christians.” 

The 26th of May we went out early in 
the morning to the river, where | baptized 
three persons, — one of them, a Norwe- 
gian, who was lately converted among us, 
and is a very promising young man. 
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The first of June I went to Stockholm, 
to attend the meeting of the Association. 


More Baptisms. The next Sunday 
after I came home, we went out to the 
same place where I had baptized before, 
and baptized four persons. A company 
of about thirty were present, several of 
whom were Lutheran Christians, also those 
who were unconverted. Every one 
seemed to feel the solemnity of the occa- 
sion, and those to whom I spoke said it 
was as if they had seen Christ in the Jor- 
dan, or Philip and the eunuch go down 
into the water. Boats were passing up and 
down the river, but no one disturbed us. 


Interview with a Military Officer. Just 
as we had concluded, an officer and some 
soldiers who are stationed close by came to 
the river, and I think intended to disturb 
us. The officer said, “I should think it 
rather cold to take a bath.” I answered, 
“ We do not bathe; we baptize.” “ Bap- 
tism!” said he ; “* what kind of baptism is 
this?” “The same,” I answered, “ that 
Christ was baptized with in Jordan, and 
all the Christians spoken of in the New 
Testament.” ‘ What kind of people are 
you?” “ We are Baptists, and not Mor- 
mons, as you perhaps think.” I then told 
him my name, and spoke to him about our 
denomination, and why we deny infant 
baptism. He answered, “I think you are 
right. Ido not see the good in baptizing 
children ; but wait till they know what 
they believe.” 

They accompanied us to a green place 
where we sang a hymn in Swedish — 
“ Rock of Ages.” After that I spoke a few 
words and offered prayer. They shook our 
hands in parting, and said they regretted 
that they were not in time to see the bap- 
tism. 


A Blessed Contrast. Those who were 
baptized went on their way rejoicing, and 
we had reason to praise God. We re- 
member well the time when in the same 
place the enemies threw stones at us, and 
we feel that great is the difference be- 
tween now and then. 


Opinion of a Magistrate. The other 
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day I met a member of the Diet, a very 
liberal man, and a resident of Gottenburg, 
who asked me how I liked the city. I told 
him I liked it very well, but should like it 
better if I were not looked upon by a great 
many as a heretic and a strange person, 
because I am a Baptist. He then said, 
** You have passed through the worst, and 
are now gaining ground. You do not 
proselyte in order to get a large number, 
as some do, who receive every man into 
their church that may wishtocome. You 
have a future before you, and will soon be 
respected as much as others.” 

I was glad to hear this testimony from 
one who is so well acquainted with the 
opinions of the people in the city as he is. 


Young Men’s Christian Union. As 
many of the newly-converted are young 
men, we have organized a Young Men’s 
Christian Union, where we talk about re- 
ligious truths. We meet once a week, and 
after meeting they usually go out two 
by two and distribute tracts, and speak to 
those they meet about their souls’ welfare. 
The next time we meet, they give an ac- 
count of the experience they have had, 
and we have thus many times new reasons 
for prayer and praise. We try to give 
each member in the church something to 
do. Ionly wish we had more means to do 
with, and if possible, to build a chapel. 


Statistics. During this quarter, I have 
preached thirty-nine times, held ten 
prayer-meetings, baptized seven, and 
travelled 576 miles. 


PAission to France. 
LETTER FROM Mr. LEPOIDs. 


More Converts Baptized. Paris, July 
8, 1870. — We have again had the joy of 
baptizing two persons. The event took 
place at Pentecost. Four candidates of- 
fered themselves who had found peace in 
Jesus, but prudence dictated that two of 
them should wait, to gain more light and 
strength. We hope to baptize them next 
month, God willing, together with another 
person whom we regard as also converted. 
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May God our Saviour help us to bring 
souls to Him, and the little family grow to 
a thousand for the glory of His name. 


Faithful unto Death. A faithful mem- 
ber of our church died last week. He 
confessed Christ until the end, even on 
his bed of pain exhorting a poor Catholic 
woman to believe in Christ and to trust 
in Him as her Saviour. His death and 
funeral, at which a crowd were present, we 
hope have been the means of some good. 

Our meetings have recently been not 
quite so well attended on account of the 
great heat and the discomforts of our 
chapel, where we are nearly stifled for 
want of air. 


Mr. Lepoids here speaks of the need of a new 
chapel, and suggests the desirableness of an 
early application to the churches in America 
with reference to this object. 


—e— 
LETTER FROM Mr. VORNIERE. 


Effect of Tract Distribution. About 
two months since I sold a New Testament 
to a young woman; afterwards I gave 
her some religious tracts three times. 
When I asked her how she liked them, I 
was very much surprised to hear her say 
that the books were all admirable. “I 
need only one thing,” she said, “ to make 
me abandon the religion in which I was 
brought up; and that is very painful.” 
I said in reply that it was indeed painful 
to acknowledge that one had lived all his 
days in error; but also how glorious it is 
to be united to the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to be secure of salvation through Him. 
I have since visited this woman, and 
found her husband exceedingly unbeliev- 
ing. I conversed with him very calmly. 
The young woman was very timid. The 
Lord have mercy on her. 

I have made the acquaintance of a 
woman who had been a servant in a 
family of National Protestants. She asked 
them what she must do to become a 
Protestant. They told her she was very 
well off as she was. She heard from me 
with pleasure of the way of salvation by 
Jesus Christ. Both the wife and husband 
will attend our meetings. 
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Power of Prejudice. Some time ago 
I found a man who seemed to me very 
intelligent and well-disposed. I gave him 
five tracts. When I went to exchange 
them for others, I found only his wife. 
She said to me, “ You are a Protestant. 
You are of the religion of that infamous 
Henry VIII.” I answered her as others 
have answered me under like circum- 
stances, — that I was not of the religion 
of Henry VIII., nor of Luther, nor of 
Calvin, — that the gospel is our only rule. 
Upon this the husband came in. They 
did not allow me to speak ; but the hus- 
band and wife pushed me out. I remem- 
bered that we must be “ wise as serpents 
and harmless as doves.” 


Fear of Death taken away. I asked a 
lady of our acquaintance who was present 
at our worship, how it was with her soul. 
She said in reply that she had been long 
tormented by the fear of death and hell. 
“ Now,” she said, ‘thanks to God, Iam 
delivered from that torment, for I believe 
in Jesus Christ.” She might have been 
baptized, but she preferred to wait, on 
account of the opposition of her uncon- 
verted husband. 

I am acquainted with several others, 
Roman Catholics, for whom I have some 
hope. I beg for the help of the prayers 
of all who read these lines. 


to Spain. 
LETTER FROM Mr. KNAppP. 


The following indicates that Mr. Knapp has 
been preaching Baptist views in his church at 
Lavapies, and that the result is that the entire 
body is demanding scriptural baptism. 

Home of Two Christians. Madrid, 
Aug. 4, 1870. — Passing through the 
Southern arch of the Plaza Major, where 
autos da fe were celebrated in the olden 
time, you enter the street of Toledo. 
This is one of the main arteries of the 
town, having egress at the gate of the 
same name. About midway, if you turn 
down a series of short, narrow streets, you 
come suddenly upon the Calle de solana, in 
the centre of a densely populated district. 
At No. 4 you enter the lodge, cross the 
open court and commence to ascend a 
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staircase, under the curious eyes of men, 
women and children, who are idling on 
the balconies that surrounded the patis. 
Arrived on the fourth flat, you turn to the 
left, and the first door is the one you seek. 

Knock gently, for you are strangers, and 
the peqple around are observing. Either 
Dolores or Maria will come to the door, 
and when the neighbors hear their wel- 
come “ Ola,’ and behold the smiling faces 
of the ancient pair, they will dismiss you 
with a shrug and a significant bow, as if 
to say, “ O, that’s all, is it Within the 
door you will note a marked contrast to 
all that is common to the house. One 
room, with an alcove, in which is a bed 
with snow-white counterpane and cur- 
tains, a chest of drawers covered with a 
spotless napkin and tastefully decorated 
with a few books — the Bible, ‘Testament, 
hymns and tracts. The chairs are care- 


fully dusted, the tile floor clean, a few 
prints adorn the walls, illustrating Scrip- 
ture scenes and the faces of long-gone 
members of a faded pedigree. All is re- 
dolent of comfort and peace, quite unus- 
ual among the lowly in Spain. 


But Maria and Dolores are Christians, 
They are very old, and Maria is a good 
deal bent under the load of years and 
physical infirmities. She has a face that 
you can’t describe, for on every feature 
sits a smile, and you detect at once that 
Jesus has paid a visit to this room, and left 
His blessing there. 

One day last winter I was called to visit 
Dolores, before I knew the history of 
either her or Maria. She was very ill, 
and her faithful friend administered to her 
every want. In the course of conversa- 
tion with the latter I first learned the fol- 
lowing story, though she had attended 
worship in two or three of my halls for 
some months. 


History of Maria. She had always be- 
lieved in Jesus, she said, like the majority 
in this singular country, but like them she 
attributed Mediatorial power to the Vir- 
gin Mary also. Yet she was nota pagan ; 
she had lived according to her light, and 
tried to serve God through the media they 
pointed out. 

Some two years before the revolution of 
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September, 1868, she began to be bur- 
dened and cast down about her sins. Her 
accustomed sources of help failed her now. 
Priests and confession to men were alike 


ineffectual to grant her that peace for 


which she thirsted. Maria had never seen 
or heard of a Bible,and there was no one 
to enlighten her in her distress; for the 
“ Christians” who surrounded her were 
not of the kind that point out the way of 
salvation. At last, one day, oppressed 
more grievously than ever, she fell on her 
knees by a sort of instinct, alone in her 
room, and not knowing to whom, or how, 
or what to pray, she poured out her soul 
in the words of an old, half-forgotten 
hymn, that just then came back to her 
mind. Where the hymn came from, so 
touching, so evangelical, who can tell ? 
It is in the rhyme very common in the six- 
teenth century, and exhibits some traces 
of antiquity. Maria had learned the 
verses in her early years, and as they were 
the only Testament she now had, God sent 
them at this crisis, that with the mouth too, 
confession might be made. How often 
the lessons of childhood come up in age at 
some critical point of our earthly pilgrim- 
age, and lead us in tears once more to 
the Bethels of aforetime! "T'was so with 
Jacob, surrounded with light and privi- 
leges, and it was so with poor Maria, of 
dark, popish Spain. The verses I wrote 
down from her lips, and present them in 
an almost literal English version. 


Mary’s PRAYER. 


“ Dear Jesus, sovereign of my heart, 
Peace and salvation now impart; 
’Tis life and rest I crave. 
I know no other name to bring ; 
To thee, and thee alone, I cling, 
O thou who camest to save. 


“ Those wounds, and stripes, and sufferings 
sure, 
The Lamb of God so meekly bore, 
To set me, guil'y, free. 
O thou who paiu’st the ransom dear, 
A wandering sheep bows, waiting, here, 
E’en to thy feet doth flee. 


“Reach forth and take her to thy fold; 
Dear Jesus guardian of my soul, 
O save the weary one. 
Sovereign, I pray for mercy, grace, 
In pity deign to show thy face, 
To me here all alone. 
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“O God, forgiveness I implore, 
With contrite heart I thee adore, 
Behold me now, I pray. 
Of present sin and sin remote, 
Of sin remembered and forgot, 
Wash all the guilt away.” 


When she had repeated the last verse 
once more, which in the original goes, — 
“Con contrite corazon, 
De lo presente y pasado, 
Olvidado y scordado, 
Senor os pido perdon,” — 


prayer gave place to wonder, then to 
praise, for that ‘‘ self same hour ” a human 
soul was set free in Madrid, within ten 
minutes walk of the palace of Queen Isa- 
bel II. 

This is one of the introductory chapters 
of that signal work of God, the opening of 
Spain. A long time after, when the revo- 
lution brought civil and religious liberty, 
and the King sent his servants — whom 
He held in reserve on the borders, and in 
whom ngbody believed — to gather up His 
elect, Mary was found out too, and at- 
tended my meetings in the San Cayetano 
chapel. She said the first time she heard 
the Gospel preached she was as one 
amazed, for she knew “all about it at 
once,” and slowly came to see the mean 
ing of all these changes. She is now a 
member of our Lavapies church, and when 
she comes in leaning on her staff, there is 
always a twinkle of joy in her eye that 
tells us she is still * walking with God.” 

A few days ago I was impressed to speak 
on acertain passage in one of the Epistles, 
to a small group of believers in my lec- 
ture-room. After I had finished, Maria 
came up and said: “I don’t think I have 
been buried with Christ in baptism. I 
don’t think I have followed Jesus in this, 
and I would like to follow Him, especially 
since you say He commandsit. I want to 
do just what He says, for He has done so 
much for me.” ‘“ What doth hinder me to 
be baptized?” “If thou believest with 
all thy heart thou mayest.” “I believe” 
—‘“and he baptized him.” The next 
night I spoke to the general congregation 
from Matt. 28: 18—20. At the con- 
clusion I announced a baptism at the 
“ Baths of the East,” on Saturday morn- 
ing. 
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At the appointed hour, what was my 
surprise to find a large concourse waiting 
by the river Manzanares, of whom eigh- 
teen of our members were desirous of im- 
mersion. Three of them were over sixty 
years of age, and all the rest save three, 
between thirty-five and fifty, seven men 
and eleven women. I first buried aged 
Mary “ with Christ in baptism,” and then 
the rest ‘ arose the same hour and were 
baptized.” Next week the remainder of 
the church will follow, and if God please, 
under the peculiar circumstances, I shall 
then re-organize it into the First Baptist 
Church of Madrid. Will you own it ? 


The Baptism in Madrid. Aug. 9th. — 
I wrote a few days ago, that five or six 
would soon be baptized. On Saturday, 
as already reported, eighteen came. The 
effect on the people was very marked, and 
it was interesting to me, as I stood in the 
water during half an hour, to listen to the 
remarks in the intervals of coming and go- 
ing candidates. I heard many say, “ Now 
I see the truth.” That’s religion, “ Es ver- 
dad! Es verdad!” The act had more ef- 
fect in opening parts of the Scripture than 
a dozen sermons before. The candidates 
behaved perfectly, not a struggle or gasp. 
A most remarkable people this. I wonder 
at them more and more. The Baptist 
church will take a deep hold in Spain. 
Of course we shall be strict communion. 
The manual I shall print at once, hoping 
the Executive Committee will ratify my 
act. I baptize the rest of the church this 
week, and organize them into a Baptist 
church next week. 


Plans — A new opening. Thave simply 
to call them together, read the Covenant, 
elect officers,except treasurer (while it is a 
mission church), and have the communion 
the Sabbath after, — first giving all the 
right hand of fellowship. Before this 
reaches you, it will all be done, and if you 
could help, another could be established 
in Barcelona, (where T have evangelists,) 
in two or three months. Please encourage 
and walk in the channel God has opened. 
I know you will rejoice with me. 


Spanish Tract on Baptism. I had 
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written in Spanish a tract on baptism last 
winter. I shall now publish it. In the 
tract, I insert the notes of the official Cath- 
olic Bible here (Scio’s), to prove immer- 
sion to have been apostolic baptism. It 
has great weight here. The people here 
are anxious to go back to primitive Chris- 
tianity. 


Church in Madrid Constituted. Aug. 
11th. — The First Baptist Church in Mad- 
rid was regularly organized last evening 
with thirty-three members, whom I bap- 
tized the last two weeks. I have several 
more candidates to baptize, but am obliged 
to put it off till I return from Paris, where 
my wife is, and whom, on account of stir- 
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ring events there, I am in haste to bring 
back to Madrid. 

In a few days I expect to form a Second 
Baptist church here, carried on by the 
English, with some thirty or forty mem- 
bers. They were Plymouth brethren, 
but I have succeeded in making them see 
the consistency of a church organization, 
and strict communion, which they now ac- 
cept. Being ignorant of the process of 
church formation, they have called me to 
do it, which I propose to accept immedi- 
ately on my return from Paris. 

In the First Church I was appointed 
pastor, and we also elected two deacons, 
one secretary, and a treasurer. 


MISCELLANY. 


THE GOSPEL IN INDIA. 


I remember one young man, who was 
educated in the mission school, who was 
for years a catechist, and was made very 
useful to others. It pleased God to af- 
flict him with a fretting leprosy, so that he 
was unable to move about. But I have 
never seen in any of my own countrymen 
a brighter example of faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, than was afforded by that 
man till he fell asleep in Jesus. 

Another case was that of a young man, 
a chief of a village, a man of property. 
He came to the mission house for several 
years, seeking tofind peace to his soul, be- 
ing under a deep conviction of his own 
sinfulness, but he had not been able to 
find it, until one day he came to a place 
where the missionary was preaching the 
Gospel. He went away and said nothing. 
He came again, went away, and said noth- 
ing. He came again, and this time he 
stopped to speak to the missionary. He 
said, “I have long been seeking to find 
rest to my soul, and I have found it now. 
I have found Christ to be my Saviour, and 
I beg you to baptize me into His name. 
I wish to make a public profession of faith 
in Him.” The missionary delayed for 
‘some time, that he might make trial of 


his faith and his sincerity ; but he would 
not rest until he had come out and pro- 
fessed himself a disciple of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He had to leave his wife and 
children, he had to leave his property, but 
he did so, and joined himself to that mis- 
sion. I will tell you of another instance 
—I am speaking now especially of the 
Hindus— of one I knew at Guzerat. 
This man had long professed his love for 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and I want to 
show you how he exemplified it in his life. 
I had occasion to travel from one place to 
another, and I hired his bullock-cart to 
make the journey. He himself drove ir, 
for he was a poor man. I was supposed 
to be asleep, but it is a difficult thing to 
sleep on those country roads. He was 
obliged to take a guide from village to vil- 
lage, and I heard him during the night 
watches preaching the Gospel of Christ to 
each guide in the several villages through 
which we passed. In the dark night he 
lost no opportunity of setting forth the 
Lord Jesus Christ. What a bright exam- 
ple to others ! 

I could mention another place in India 
where there was a Christian settlement. 
The missionaries thought they would set- 
tle down and form a Christian village, 
and a large plot of ground was taken 
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from the Government for this purpose. 
Close by there is a heathen town, and 
there is constant intercourse between the 
Christian settlement and the heathen in 
that town. In sowing their fields for the 
annual harvest, these Christians have 
sometimes to take up loans of money. Now 
in this town the word of a Christian, who 
went for a loan of money, was taken in- 
stead of a bond. The heathen felt they 
could trust their word, instead of taking, 
as they were accustomed to do, stringent 
bonds. What better proof could there 
be of their faith, and of the reality with 
which these men held to their faith in 
their daily lives ? 

I will tell you how these men carried 
out their Christianity in another way. In 
these provinces it is exceedingly cold at a 
certain season. A Christian whom I 
knew had put on two coats, one thicker 
than the other. A man met him when 
returning from a journey — a poor hea- 
then whom he was previously acquainted 
with — he was half an idiot, a mere im- 
becile. He was perishing with cold. 
The Christian man took off his outer coat 


and gave it to the poor man without one. 


The two walked on together. As they 
passed near the mission house, though 
some distance from it, he said to the poor 
man to whom he had lent his coat, “I 
must go to the mission house on business; 
do you go tothe village and I will follow 
you.” The heathen man went on to- 
wards the village. On the road, two or 
three men had concealed themselves by 
the roadside for the purpose of killing the 
Christian man. They saw this poor man 
coming along, and they thought because 
he had on the Christian’s coat, it was the 
man they were determined to kill, because 
he had professed the faith of Christianity 
among them, and they hated that. The 
poor fellow who wore his coat was cut 
down and wounded, and the man whom 
they intended to kill, through God's spe- 
cial providence and love towards him, 
was saved. Now each one of these of 
whom I speak I knew personally, so that 
what I tell is exactly what took place, so 
far as I knew at the time. 

I have had long intercourse with Chris- 
tian converts, not only in Guzerat, but in 
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other parts of the country too. I have 
known pastors who were as zealous as 
any English pastors I ever came across. 
I knew one who was working in the Dec- 
can, all alone. He came, with two other 
converts from Parseeism, to my house, in 
1847, and my wife and I entertained 
them in the evening. Of the three, one 
is a native pastor, and has gathered a 
small native church, working alone, de- 
pending on the subscriptions his people 
can raise among themselves, and God has 
greatly blessed him. Another of these 
Parsee gentlemen is also laboring in the 
mission field zealously and efficiently. 
Another is now in London, and preaches 
the Gospel in English on every opportu- 
nity he can obtain, and he is professor of 
Oriental languages in King’s College. 

One Christian church contains about 
700 communicants, and God’s blessing 
has been largely poured out. In that 
church they lately recognized the duty of 
each member to give one tenth of his in- 
come to the cause of the mission. That 
is a practical proof of the sense of duty 
which God has vouchsafed to them. Now 
if we would follow that example, if each 
of us had the love of Christ so in our 
hearts, and took the same way of showing 
it, the deficiency in the funds of the So- 
ciety would soon be removed, and a per- 
manent increase would be secured. Each 
of us, I trust, has felt the power of the 
word in our own hearts. We know from 
experience that the word is our only com- 
fort in time of trouble ; that the word 
sanctifies ; that the word purifies. I have 
seen what that word can do in the east 
end of London. It was only yesterday a 
dying Roman Catholic said to me, “ O, 
that word of Christ is the only comfort I 
have in this lingering illness.” This is 
that Gospel, the power of God to salva- 
tion which we are permitted to send to the 
heathen in India and in other parts of 
the world! How angels would delight to 
labor in this glorious cause ! 

I speak out of the fullness of my heart — 
we are permitted to have fellowship with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. We go forth wher- 
ever He is pleased to send us, and we have 
fellowship with Him both in His rejection 
and in His suffering; and when He gathers 
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in one after another, we have fellowship 
with Him in His joy. It is dear to the heart 
of the Saviour, whom I trust we love, 
when He sees one after another brought 
in. The great fear is, that we ourselves 
should become lukewarm, that we should 
not realize that it is our bounden duty and 
our highest privilege to do all that we can 
to help forward the cause of the Gospel 
in India and in other parts of the world. 
I will take an illustration from .another 
sort of campaign, from which I have lately 
come, which is the cause of my being in 
England, the campaign in Abyssinia. 
When, in the providence of God, we left 
Bombay, I was placed by Lord Napier in 
command of the advanced brigade. Lord 
Napier had us paraded before him, and he 
said, “ I have selected you (that part of 
the force) to lead the van of the army, 
and I know, from the spirit you are in, 
that you will do all that is in your power, 
and that I shall only have to express sat- 
isfaction.” When the expedition reached 
the distant coast of the Red Sea, I landed 
alone late one evening, and looked around 
at the perils that surrounded me. There 
were no means of landing those troops 
and those horses. There was no water, 
no food on shore, everything had to be 
sent from the ships. We marched into 
the interior as soon as it could be effected, 
in search of water. We found defiles 
filled up with masses of rock and fallen 
trees. There before us was the plateau 
of Abyssinia, which we wanted to reach, 
and from that time till we reached Mag- 
dala there was nothing but toil and hard- 
ship. I well remember when I looked 
around to see the pickets in the course 
of my duty as we came to the neighbor- 
hood of Magdala, that through a field- 
glass we could see Theodore’s army in 
his stronghold. It appeared in that rare- 
fied atmosphere almost close, so that we 
could see the people moving about. I re- 
member how thankful I felt that we had 
been brought through so. many diflicul- 
ties. I got off my horse and stood by his 
side and lifted up my heart in prayer to 
God. In the different regiments there 
were praying men, and wherever we went 
we used to meet as often as we could for 
the purpose of prayer. I have often 
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been with soldiers of different regiments, 
pious men, to pray for that success which 
God afterwards vouchsafed to us. And 
I believe it was the prayers to God which 
were offered by the people of England, 
and the fervency that was exercised 
throughout the kingdom, as well as the 
prayers which we who belonged to the 
force offered to Him, that broke the 
chains of the captives, and caused the 
arms of Theodore to be defeated. I will 
draw this practical conclusion, that what 
the rissionary cause needs above all, is 
that earnestness in prayer, that devoted- 
ness to God here in this country — that 
by calling on His name we may bring 
down His blessing on the mission work, 
and be the means of the release of thou- 
sands and thousands of captives who are 
now enthralled in the bondage of Satan 
and sin. I know that the truth has been 
spread throughout the land. I look for- 
ward to the time when God shall pour 
out His Spirit with His word, and make it 
a life-giving and quickening power, not 
only to one here and there, but to hundreds 
and thousands. This shall come in an- 
swer to prayer, and we shall have fellow- 
ship in the joy of the Lord. But let us 
all take care that we make it a matter of 
earnest prayer, and lay it seriously to 
heart. The true service of the Christian 
is toidentify himself personally and indi- 
vidually with the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to go forth daily, whatever his duty may 
be, prepared to be His missionary wher- 
ever he goes, wherever he dwells, not 
doubting that God’s blessing will come 
down; and then there will be no defi- 
ciency in income; there will be only 
songs of praise, while the Church at home 
strengthens the hands of those who are 
bearing the heat and burden of the day. 
— Colonel Field, in Church Missionary 
Intelligencer. 


— 


MISSIONS OF THE MIDDLE AGES. 


A marked characteristic of nearly all 
the missionaries of the Middle Ages, with 
the exception of the early Celtic, is an 
eager desire and settled purpose to destroy 
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with their own hands, the idols of the Pa- 
gans. But this mistaken zeal was produc- 
tive of more harm than good. Several of 
the missionaries were slain by the exasper- 
ated idolaters ; others of them were com- 
pelled again and again to break up their 
mission stations and flee to other regions ; 
while in avery few cases, only, were the 
heathen so convinced of the impotence of 
their deities as to listen patiently and re- 
spectfully to those who had taken such a 
summary way of convincing them of their 
impotency. 

But the greatest defect of all in the 
medizeval missionaries was their failure to 
translate any considerable portion of the 
Word of God into the languages spoken 
by their converts. Almost the only ex- 
ceptions to this remark were Cyril and 
Methodius who labored in Bohemia and 
Moravia, and who in their efforts to give 
the whole Bible to the people in the ver- 
nacular, encountered great opposition from 
the Bishops of the Frankish and German 
churches. 

Uninformed or careless writers some- 
times assert that when Augustine landed 
in England, the ancient British Church 
had been overthrown, and Christianity 
extirpated by the hordes of Anglo-Saxon 
invaders; but this was only the case in the 
southern and eastern parts of the island. 
When Augustine landed, there were seven 
Bishops and many other clergy in the 
western and northern parts, and the 
Bishops not only declined to acknowledge 
Augustine’s authority as Archbishop, but 
refused to formally codperate with him in 
the evangelization of the Pagan parts of 
the island. And so while the Archbishop’s 
party sent Paulinus to Northumbria, Felix 
to East Anglia, Birinus to Wessex, and 
Wilfrid to Sussex, the English Bishops 
sent Fursey to East Anglia, Aidan to 
Northumbriz, Finan to Essex, Cedd, Atla, 
Dinma, and Cellach into Mercia. Though 
the laborers could not agree together on 
several points of ritual and discipline, the 
work nevertheless prospered, and at 
length, the missionary stations dotted over 
the island were replaced by a regularly 
established church, and our forefathers, 
once notorious for their fierceness and 
barbarity, were so far softened by Chris- 
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tian influences, that in no country was the 
new faith more manifestly the parent of 
progress and civilization, and of an ardent 
missionary zeal. 

Some of the many contrasts between 
the Apostolic and Medizval Missions are 
as follows : — 

During the Apostolic period, we are 
chiefly struck by the presence of direct 
miraculous agency and spiritual gifts, and 
by the corresponding absence of tempo- 
ral aid. 

In the sub-Apostolic age, again, Chris- 
tianity found a point of contact with the 
Greek and Roman mind, as well as a dis- 
tinct national culture which it could not 
purify and transfigure. It found also a 
language long prepared for its service, in 
which it could everywhere address itself 
to the intellect and the reason, as well as 
the conscience of its hearers. 

It was the season, too, of its first love. 
Hence the attitude of complete antagonism 
of its first believers towards Paganism, 
their repudiation of all compromise, their 
studious renunciation of all heathen prin- 
ciples and practices. It was the season 
also of the Church’s struggle, always for 
toleration, sometimes for existence. Hence 
her conversions were individual rather 
than national ; the new faith made its way 
from below rather than from above; not 
many wise, not many mighty, not many 
noble were called. 

But even befure the beginning of the 
period, whose ehief Apostles we have 
chronicled, all this had passed away. 

The consolation of the slave or of the 
fugitive in the catacombs had become the 
creed of the Emperor. Instead of plead- 
ing for toleration, the Church herself had 
learned to be aggressive. The Greek 
Fathers had moulded her creeds, Rome 
had regulated her laws, and bequeathed 
to her its own love of organization and 
government. No longer in dread of the 
caprice or malice of the ov-cupant of the 
Imperial ‘Throne, she awaited, with fixed 
institutions, magistrates, and laws, the in- 
coming of the new races. 

For a while, indeed, her own safety 
seemed in peril; but when the agitated 
elements of society had been calmed, she 
emerged to present to the world the single 
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stable institution that had survived the 
shock. 

In her dealings, therefore, with the new 
races, there was a great change from the 
missions of the first age. Whereas the 
latter had, from the necessity of the case, 
worked upwards from below, till at length 
the number of converts became too 
great and too influential to be ignored by 
the ruler; and the voice from the cata- 
combs found an echo in the palace,— dur- 
ing the medieval period all this was re- 
versed, 

With an almost monotonous uniformity, 
in Ireland and England, in Southern and 
Northern Germany, among the Sclavonic 
no less than the Scandinavian nations, the 
conversion of the people followed that of 
the king or chief. 

The fourth century, indeed, presents the 
somewhat anomalous spectacle of the 
Emperor Constantine, as yet unbaptized, 
taking an active part in Christian preach- 
ing. But turn where we will in this age, 
we cannot but be struck by the religious 
aspect of the temporal rule. The Apos- 


tle of Ireland addresses himself to Irish, 
the founder of Iona to Pictish princes. 


Columbanus rebukes Thierri and Brune- 
haut; Boniface discusses plans for his 
Thuringian Missions in the courts of Aus- 
trasian kings ; his disciples follow in the 
track of Charlemagne’s victorious armies. 
It is with a prince of Denmark that Anskar 
embarks on his first missionary voyage. 
It is to Bogoris, the Bulgarian chief, that 
Methodius displays the awful picture of 
the judgment day. Moreover, if any- 
thing were wanting to complete the pic- 
ture, it is supplied by the record of the 
visit of the missionaries of the Eastern 
Church to the Russian Court, where the 
religious aspect of the temporal ruler finds 
its highest expression, and Vladimir bears 
the same title as the Emperor Constantine, 
Isapostolos Vladimir, equal to an Apostle. 
— Spirit of Missions. 


— 


MISSIONS NOT A FAILURE. 


Look over the earth, and survey various 
institutions, and the various forms of soci- 
ety and of faith, which are in antagonism 
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to the Gospel of Curist. There is hardly 
one which does not tremble from base to 
entablature. Hoariness and decrepitude 
have fallen on every religion that names 
not Curist. Some of them already bear 
the character of a relic, and others have 
been actually supplanted by the Gospel. 
Both the empire and the Faith of the 
False Prophet are confessedly toppling to 
the fall. 

Does any man say that nothing has 
been done towards the conversion of the , 
world to Christ ? Then blot out all these 
from the record. Roll back the years, 
and restore the last century! Suppose, 
at the moment the tidings should dart 
along the telegraph across the sea, that 
the missionary work was brought to a sud- 
den pause throughout the world — that 
China had cast out the missionaries, burnt 
her Bibles and rebuilt her walls; and 
then another telegram that Buddhism had 
grown young again, and the wheel-tracks 
of Juggernaut were flowing with a sea of 
fresh red blood; and then a third, that 
the thousands of baptized Christians had 
apostatized and gone back to idols; and 
another that Ethiopia was hugging the 
chains again, and resting in congenial 
night; and the Isles of the Sea, where a 
nation had been born in a day, had gone 
back to their vomit and sensuality ; that 
every Missionary Society had shut its 
doors and dismissed its agents, and re- 
called its preachers and physicians and 
teachers; that the thousand religious 
printing-presses were broken into pieces; 
the hundreds of thousands of Bibles, and 
the million of religious tracts were as if 
they bad never been ; that the bloody 
horrors of the slave trade were revived ; 
the asylums for the widow and the orphan, 
and the prostitute and the inebriate were 
razed to the ground; that multitudes of 
wretches who had been brought to the 
feet of Jesus Christ through the agency of 
Christian men and women, were all lost 
forever; that the names of Schwartz, and 
Heber, and Martin, and Wilberforce, and 
Clarkson, and of the long retinue who 
had been baptized with the world’s spirit 
of benevolence, had become only as by- 
words of cursing and reproach throughout 
the world. As all this budget of vicious 
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tidings was emptied before us what would 
a skeptic say? His moral sensibilities 
might impel him to exclaim, “ What arch- 
demon of woe has been let loose upon the 
world? It is the withholding of God’s 
arm. It is the boiling over of the bottom- 
less pit!” But the logic of his skepticism 
would oblige him to say, in cold-blooded- 
ness, “ It is only the undoing of the mighty 
nothing which has sprung from the mis- 
sionary benevolence of the age — better 
undone than done.” This skeptical ques- 
tion of missionary facts brings its own 
refutation. — N. A. Vinton. 


REFORMATION IN MEXICO. 


From the Spanish Conquest in 1521, 
through three hundred sad, dark and 
sunless years, to 1821, this people were 
ruled by a merciless, liventious priesthood, 
whose power, always in harmony with the 
grinding Spanish despotism, was never for 
one moment gainsaid. On the contrary, 
every conceivable device was invented 
and enforced to keep the multitude in 
slavish, brutish ignorance, and wring 
from them the utmost possible cent of 
their earnings. They were ground to 
powder by multiplied oppressions, yet 
trained to look upon the priesthood, how- 
ever debauched in wickedness, as the di- 
rect agents of God, with power to forgive 
sins, grant indulgencies, and transfer de- 
parted souls from purgatory to heaven. 

The Independence of Spain was accom- 
plished, after eleven years of revolution, 
in 1821. From that day to this, Mexico 
has been a land of strife and blood, stead- 
ily sinking in wealth and production, but, 
by contest one with another, and contact 
with foreigners and the outer world, 
slowly gaining light and knowledge of hu- 
man rights, There has ever been an ele- 
ment struggling for liberty and right, and 
it has made, with each decade, some ad- 
vance in power and knowledge. But, 
through all this forty-nine years, the pa- 
triot element has been sorely oppressed, 
outraged and combated by all the im- 
mense power and blood-stained riches of 
the priesthood. In 1859, under the free 
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Constitution accidentally adopted in 1857, 
truth triumphed in equality before the 
law and religious liberty under the Con- 
stitution. This glorious, blood-bought 
principle was maturing into form and 
substance — the immense landed estates 
of the priests, won by fraud, superstition 
and blasphemy, were being diverted to 
national uses —when, through the in- 
trigues of the Church, French interven- 
tion was brought about in 1862. That 
power held the reins for four years, when 
the Republican power again gained the 
ascendancy arid expelled the usurpers 
from the country. 

But, for many years, a few Mexicans 
had opened their eyes to the enormities of 
the priesthood, and had come to believe 
that without religious liberty, political lib- 
erty was impossible. There were a few 
such harbingers of light ; but they were 
compelled to work in secret, as their 
lives were at stake. Among these earlier 
Mexican converts to truth was a priest 
named Aguilar, of large income. He la- 
bored for reform and evangelical religios, 
and was persecuted unto want and final 
starvation, dying Bible in hand, and de- 
claring, with his last breath, faith in Jesus 
Christ. A volume would be necessary to 
detail each individual case among the is- 
olated spirits who began sowing the seeds 
of gospel truth among this people. Their 
bread cast upon the waters was destined 
to bring forth fruit, and is now doing it. 

The evangelists were sorely in want of 
an experienced Christian man, well ac- 
quainted with other countries, yet thor- 
oughly versed in the Spanish language. 
In January, 1869, they succeeded in asso- 
ciating just such a gentleman with them. 
Providence could scarcely have furnished 
them a more accepiable or perfectly fit 
person. This is the Rev. Henry C. Ri- 
ley, born and reared in Chili, South Amer- 
ica, his parents from New England, a fine 
English and Spanish scholar and a thor- 
ough Evangelical Christian, who has had 
experience in the United States, Cuba, 
Spain, Africa, and England, still young, 
ardent, prudent, ‘and self-denying. As- 
sociated in the closest bonds of confidence 
and love with the Mexican evangelists, 
with none but native helpers or ministers 
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to assist, they have scattered tracts and 
religious books over a large portion of 
this country; they have in the nation 
forty Mexican Protestant congregations, 
regularly ministered to by Mexican Prot- 
estant preachers; and their number is 
increasing beyond their ability to sup- 
ply Bibles, books, tracts, or preachers. 
These congregations number from forty 
to two hundred and fifty, averaging per- 
haps sixty to seventy. In the ministry 
they have several former priests, several 
lawyers and others, and, from very con- 
siderable association with them, I am free 
to say I have never known more devout 
evangelical Christians. The names of the 
Rev. Mr. Ramirez, an ex-priest, Revs. J. 
B. Romero and Glos, both lawyers, Rev. 
Ponce de Leon, Don Marciano Candan- 
oza, a layman, Urbano, a lay missionary, 
Mrs. Ponce de Leon, and Rev. Enrique 
Orestes, ex-priest, and others, will go 
down to other generations, hallowed by 
the most precious memories of this long 
deferred but blessed Reformation. The 
field is vast and inviting, but they have 
struck the chord of power in having na- 
tives of the country in the van; for here, 
asin all countries long controlled solely 
by a vicious priesthood, foreigners cannot 
pioneer. Prejudice of race is second na- 
ture, and only gives way a/ter conversion. 

The work is thorougbly evangelical and 
unsectarian. The leaders are too full of 
zeal for the great cause to inculcate the 
peculiar doctrinal or controverted points 
of any one branch of the Protestant 
church. They have organized a Chris- 
tian Union here, and will gladly give the 
hand of welcome to any and all Chris- 
tians. They propose very soon to send a 
Financial Agent to canvass the United 
States for aid. They are poor indeed. 
The great mass among whom they labor 
are extremely poor. They even go into 
the prisons with zeal and power, and have 
already reclaimed many. Asa Christian 
Union, they desire to aid all branches of 
the church as they may arise, to found a 
seminary for educating young men as 
ministers, to publish an able journal in 
Spanish, and in every possible way to 
bring this unfortunate people out of a 
long night of oppression and darkness into 
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the light of gospel truth. If aided by the 
greatly blessed Christians and_ liberal 
patriots of the United States, they will 
not only evangelize Mexico, but send 
missionaries, already acclimated, of the 
same blood and language, to all of Span- 
ish America, — Christian World. 


HEBER'’S MISSIONARY HYMN. 


Fifty years ago, Reginald Heber, then 
rector of Hodnet, in Shropshire, in which 
living he had succeeded his father, wrote 
the verses which have since come to be 
called, par excellence, the ‘ Missionary 
Hymn,” and it was fifty years at Whit- 
sunday since these verses were first sung 
by a Christian congregation. 

There were already in the collections 
hymns adapted to missionary services 
and full of missionary spirit. Among 
these was Watts’ version of the seventy- 
second Psalm, beginning — 

“ Jesus shall reign where’er the sun,” 
which is still familiar and a favorite. 
There was also the hymn by Williams — 

“O’er the gloomy hills of darkness,” 
which Henry Martyn repeated to himself 
at San Salvador, when on his way to 
India in 1805, as he tells us in his journal, 
“having walked into the suburbs and 
found a battery on which he sat, and 
which commanded a view of the bay.” 
The young men of Williams College, in 
1806, sang the verse : — 

“* Let all the heathen writers join 

To form one perfect book, 
Great Gop, if once compared with Thine, 
How mean their writings look.”’ 

But the time had come when the church 
needed something different from anything 
which it then possessed. With the dawn 
of a new era, a new hymn was required, 
in order to give expression to the quick- 
ened impulses with which many hearts 
were being stirred, and to arouse the 
Christian world to the character and con- 
ditions of the work which was opening be- 
fore it. 

Archbishop Trench, in allusion to the 
origin of certain words, says: ‘ The feel- 
ing wherewith one watches the rise above 
the horizon of these words, some of them 
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to shine forever as luminaries in the moral 

and intellectual heaven above us, can of- 

tentimes be only likened to that which the 

poet so grandly describes, of . 
‘ Some watcher of the skies 

When a new planet swims into his bed.’” 

How truly may this remark be applied 
to the origin of a sacred poem destined to 
be accepted, as the best utterance of 
Christians of almost every nationality and 
of many communions, in response to the 
command of their ascending Lord, to go 
into all the world, and publish the Gospel 
to every creature. Not a planet merely, 
but a constellation took its place in the fir- 
mament of song, when the poet indited 
these immortal lines. Asis so often the 
case, however, in the production of that 
which is to be the most far-reaching and 
enduring in its influence upon mankind, 
neither the author, nor those hy whom he 
was at the time surrounded, had any ade- 
quate conception of the value of the poem, 
or for a moment imagined what its history 
was to be. It was written without pre- 
meditation, almost accidentally, as we 
might say ; it was the unconscious and 
spontaneous outflowing of a cultured 
and sympathetic Christian heart, yet as- 
suredly of a heart which had pondered 
the problem of a world’s salvation, and 
which was fully persuaded of the attrac- 
tiveness and efficacy of the story of the 
cross. 

In 1819, Heber was visiting his father- 
in-law, Dr. Shipley, the Vicar of Wrex- 
ham and Dean of St. Asaph’s. The lat- 
ter had engaged to preach a sermon on 
Whitsunday, in Wrexham Church, in aid 
of the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts; and in the 
course of the previous day, he requested 
his son-in-law to write something to be 
sung at the service. Heber withdrew 
from the circle of friends with whom he 
was conversing, to another part of the 
room, and immediately began to write. 
Presently, in answer to the Dean’s inquiry 
as to what he had written, he read the first 
three verses of the hymn as it now stands; 
but although the Dean said that these 
would do, he insisted that the sense was 
not complete. He accordingly added the 
fourth verse, and was about to proceed 
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with the fifth, when the Dean, impatient 
to place the hymn in the hands of the 
printer without delay, expressed himself as 
entirely satisfied with it, and refused to 
wait while the poet finished it according 
to the idea which had taken possession of 
his mind. We have a fac simile of the 
manuscript before us as we now write. 
Slips were printed from it, and the hymn 
was sung the next morning by the choir 
and congregation for whom it had been 
prepared, to the tune, “ Twas when the 
seas were roaring.” 

We have no means of tracing the course 
by which this hymn gradually came into 
notice and into use.* Iv appears in a vol- 
ume of hymns by Heber, Keble, Milman, 
and others, in 1827, and probably in that 
way become known to the Christian 
Church. Its merits were soon recognized; 
its simplicity, its evangelical character, 
and its catholicity commended it to all of 
every name who were interested in the 
work of missions: it was sung at mission- 
ary gatherings at home and on heathen 
shores ; it was translated into foreign 
tongues ; and the converted Pagan was 
taught to sing : — 

“Tn vain with lavished kindness 
The gifts of Gop are strewn, 
The heathen, in his blindness, 
Bows down to wood and stone! " 


Un the icy steppes of the north, on the 
“ coral strand” of Hindustan, on the dis- 
tant waters of “many an ancient river,” 
on many a palm-shaded plain, from 
which the poet’s ear had caught the cry 
heard in a dream by the Apostle Paul, 
ages previously; from across the Agean 
Sea; his harmonious strains, so full of 
Gospel love and pity and faith, soon be- 
came familiar ; every man singing “ in his 
own tongue wherein he was born,” the 
joyful proclamation of free salvation 
through the name of Messiah, and calling 
on the winds to waft it and the waves to 
carry it from shore to shore and from pole 
to pole. . And now the verses which fifty 
years ago were for the first time sung on 
a quiet Sabbath morning in one of the 
venerable village churches of England, 

* In this country, we believe, it was set to its 


present music by Lowell Mason, at the sugges- 
tion of a lady of Charleston, S. C. 
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are in use almost everywh re upon the 
globe ; there is, perhaps, hardly a mission- 
ary station where they have not been 
translated into the vernacular, and there 
certainly are few missionary meetings in 
Great Britain or the United States, at 
which one or more of them might not be 
heard. At the jubilee at Williams Col- 
lege in 1856, we remember hearing the 
Rev. Mr. Bingham sing one stanza, we 
think the third, in the Hawaiian language; 
and at the semi-centennial of the American 
Board in Boston in 1860, it was felt by 
every one present, that the great interest 
of the occasion culminated when, after a 
review of the past, the vast congregation 
consecrated itself anew to the work of 
spreading the Gospel throughout the 
world, by rising to their feet and joining 
with heart and voice in the words: — 
“Can we whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 
Can we to men benighted, 
The lamp of life deny? 
Salvation! yea, salvation! 
The joyful sound proclaim, 
Till each remotest nation 
Has learned Messiah’s name! *** 

Nor can we doubt that these beautiful 
lines will continue in use while the pro- 
cess of universal evangelization shall con- 
tinue, and until He in whose praise they 
were composed shall come the second time 
“without sin unto salvation,” not as the 
Lamb to be slain, but as a Redeemer and 
a King, to rule over His people forever. 
It was finely said of Heber's prize poem 
of “ Palestine,” that it was a flight as 
upon angel’s wing, over the Holy Land. 
So it may be said of his “ Missionary 
Hymn,” that it is a flight, as if in com- 
pany with the “mighty angel” spoken of 
in the Apocalypse, to whom has been en- 
trusted the publication of the everlasting 
Gospel, over every kingdom and country 
and race which have been involved in the 
ruin of the fall, and which are to be em- 
braced in the salvation of the Cross. 

It will be remembered that Heber was 
appointed Bishop of Calcutta in 1823, 
and that he died in 1826. If it is given 
to the saints in glory to know all that 
takes place in the church on earth, with 
what unspeakable thankfulness must he be 

* This stanza is here given as Heber wrote it. 
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filled, that to him was accorded the high 
privilege of striking the key-note in Wrex- 
ham church of a measure which Chris- 
tians everywhere have since delighted to 
repeat as their highest expression of con- 
secration to the service of their Master, 
and which will fill the earth with its ever- 
increasing melodies until the consumma- 
tion of all things. — Exchange. 


THE REDEEMED SLAVE. 


The tears of a slave girl, just going to 
be put up for sale, drew the notice of a 
gentleman, as he passed through the auc- 
tion mart of a Southern slave State. The 
other slaves of the same group, standing 
in a line for sale, like herself, did not 
seem to care about it, while each knock 
of the hammer made her shake. The 
kind man stopped to ask why she alone 
wept, and was told that the others were 
used to such things, and might be glad of 
a change from the hard, harsh homes they 
came from; but that she had been brought 
up with much care by a good owner, and 
she was terrified to think who might buy 
her. 

“ Her price?” the stranger asked. He 
thought a little when he heard the great 
ransom, but paid it dewn. 

Yet no joy came to the poor slave’s face 
when he told her that she was free. 

She had beea born a slave, and knew 
not what freedom meant. Her tears fell 
fast on the signed parchment, which her 
deliverer brought to prove it to her. She 
only looked at him with fear. 

At last he got ready to go his way; and 
as he told her what she must do when he 
was gone, it began to dawn on her what 
freedom was. With the first breath, she 
said, “I will follow bim —I will follow 
him; I will serve him all my days;” and 
to every reason against this, she only 
cried, “ He redeemed me! He redeemed 
me! He redeemed me!” 

When strangers used to visit that mas- 
ter’s house, and noticed, as they did, the 
loving, constant service of the glad-hearted 
girl, and asked why she was so eager with 
unbidden service, nizht by night, and day 
by day, she had but one answer, and she 
loved to give it —“ He redeemed me!” 
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“ And so,” said the servant of Christ 
who spent a night on his journey in a 
Highland glen, and told this story in a 
meeting where every heart was thrilled, 
“let it be with you. Serve Jesus as sin- 
ners bought back with blood; and when 
men take notice of the way you serve Him, 
the joy that is in your looks, the love 
that is in your tone, the freedom of your 
service, have one answer to give — ‘ He 
redeemed me !’” — Exchange. 


—— 


1HE RELIGIOUS REFORMATION IN 
MEXICO. 

The great religious awakening in Mex- 
ico is now, for the first time, attracting the 
serious attention of American Christians, 
and the desire for information on the sub- 
ject is becoming earnest and general. 
The American and Foreign Christian 
Union is the only missionary organization 
which has entered this hopeful field,* and 
now appeals to the Evangelical churches 
and Christians of the United States for 
aid in its behalf. In reply to a request of 
Rev. W. Butler, Secretary of the Union, 
Major Brown, an American gentleman, 
long familiar with Mexico, and for several 
years residing there, gives the following 
interesting synopsis, which he character- 
ises as a mere glance at the general facts. 
He says : — 

It is doubtless difficult for an American 
Evangelical Christian to realize the fact 
that a genuine religious reformation, based 
on the holy truths of the Bible, and mani- 
fested by heartfelt conversion to Jesus 
Christ, is in active operation in Mexico — 
daily rescuing souls from the superstition 
and misery of more than 300 years, and 
illuminating their hearts with the light of 
the Gospel. But such is the glorious re- 
ality. Ever since Mexico achieved her 
independence of the terrible despotism of 
the crown of Spain in 1821, in opposition 
to all the influence, wealth, persecutions, 
anathemas, and cruelty of the priesthood, 
one principle has divided the country into 
two parties, whose actions have been mod- 
ified from time to time by the changing 
events arising. On the one hand, how- 


* The American Baptist Home Mission Soci- 
ety has also commenced a work. 
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ever, the aristocratic, monarchical ele- 
ment, comparatively few in number, but 
rich and powerful, have ever been united 
with the rich, fanatic, and licentious priest- 
hood, in an unscrupulous opposition to 
every measure designed to relieve and ele- 
vate the down-trodden multitude, to edu- 
cate the youth, and to establish liberty, as 
the birthright of all, and the fundamental 
basis of government. On the other hand, 
the small party of liberty, in the early 
years of the national existence, only 
sought to establish civil liberty in the, 
country. Their minds, under the inherited 
superstitions and extreme ignorance of 
Mexican Roman Catholicism, were not yet 
prepared to grapple with the more glori- 
ous conception of religious liberty. By 
very slow degrees, however, from 1825 to 
1857, the Bible found its way to more or 
less Mexican hands, and like the dews of 
heaven, its truth gently softened and 
brought scores of hearts to Christ, at a 
time when the open avowal of the fact 
would have led to cruel persecutions, im- 
prisonment, and sometimes to death. 
With many vicissitudes, defeats, and sore 
losses in blood, life, and property, the Re- 
publican party made greater or less ad- 
vance ; and, as light spread by intercourse 
with foreigners and the outer world, the 
press and aetual experience in govern- 
mental polity, they persistently proclaimed 
higher and grander ideas of the rights of 
man, until, by the remorseless persecution 
and crimes of the priesthood, they were 
led to espouse the cause of RELIGIOUS 
LIBERTY, and embody it as a fundamental 
principle in their creed. Valentine Go- 
mez Farias, a noble patriot, and several 
times filling the presidency for short peri- 
ods, was long the leader of this party, and 
the first distinguished Mexican to pro- 
claim both civil and RELIGIOUS liberty as 
the right of all: and as an essential means 
of securing its enjoyment to his country- 
men, by breaking down the iniquitous 
power of the Church or monarchical party, 
he was the first who boldly declared in 
favor of confiscating the immense ill-got- 
ten estates of the Church, and appropriat- 
ing the proceeds of their sale to the en- 
dowment of common schools for the educa- 
tion of the people by the Republic, freed 
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from priestly intolerance and superstition. 
Noble son of an unfortunate country ! 
He lived to preside over the Congress of 
1857, and to see his principles incorpo- 
rated, by its noble action, in the Constitu- 
tion of his native land, and then died be- 
fore the last infamous attempt of the en- 
raged spiritual despots to re-enslave their 
people, and perpetuate their own power, 
by placing on the throne of Mexico a 
foreign prince, who, like his ancestors, 
should be an instrument in their hands 
for repressing all the noble aspirations of 
outraged humanity. 

The priestly intervention failed, after 
inflicting new calamities upon the long- 
suffering country, and, about three years 
ago, Republicanism re-asserted and re- 
sumed its suspended functions. Since 
then it has been laboriously occupied in 
putting its principles into practical opera- 
tion, for this purpose confiscating the sec- 
ular estates of the Church, rooting up the 
abuses and iniquitous rules fastened upon 
them by Spain and Rome, and inaugurat- 
ing laws in harmony with civilization, 
humanity and the right of religious wor- 
ship. Freedom of speech, of the press, 
trial by jury, and all the essential guaran- 
ties of liberty are now established and in 
force, while the victorious Republicans, 
politically speaking, stand on Protestant 
ground, and large numbers of them are 
ready and anxious to receive the light of 
God’s word, as inculcated in Protestant 
countries. Not a few of them are this day 
thorough, earnest, and unbending evangel- 
ical Christians, working and praying for 
the conversion of their countrymen to ac- 
tual, vital Christianity. 

In the mean time, the American and 
Foreign Christian Union entered the in- 
viting field, and by uniting its missionaries 
with the already converted Mexicans, it 
has been and is achieving results, perhaps 
never equalled in any Roman Catholic 
country since the sixteenth century. The 
Bibles introduced by the American Bible 
Soviety in the war of 1846-7, afterwards 
through occasional individuals, and later 
still by the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, had brought many in different parts 
of the country hopefully to Christ, and 
prepared the way for concerted effort for 
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the regeneration of Mexico. The Amer- 
ican and Foreign Christian Union, repre- 
senting simply the essential doctrines of 
Christianity, in which all denominations 
are agreed, through Miss Rankin, in North- 
ern Mexico, has now fourteen Protestant 
congregations of native Mexicans, and 
fifteen persons employed as colporteurs, 
readers and preachers, with every prospect 
of continued increase. 

The Union sent the Rev. Henry C. 
Riley, a devoted Evangelical Christian, to 
the city of Mexico at the beginning of 
1869. Mr. Riley, though of American 
parents, was born and chiefly reared in 
South America, and is master of the 
Spanish, his native language. ‘The con- 
verted Mexicans in the great city and val- 
ley of Mexico hailed him as a_ brother, 
and at once accepted him as a leader. 
The grand results have been so far almost 
incredible. Mr. Riley and the Mexican 
brethren have published and widely cir- 
culated many tracts, and are now trying 
to sustain an able religious journal. They 
have in the city of Mexico and surround- 
ing country twenty-eight worshipping con- 
gregations of evangelica) Christians, all 
receiving regular instruction and service. 
The services are identical with those of 
the Methodist, Presbyterian, Congrega- 
tional, Baptist and other Churches of the 
United States. Their numbers are in- 
creasing rapidly, and in all the principal 
centres of population there are already 
more or less zealous Mexican Christians. 

On the other hand, the government and 
the people, owing to the long wars rend- 
ered necessary by tbe intrigues of the 
priesthood, are pour, business is dull, 
money scarce, and those who are bearing 
aloft the banner of Christ generally poor 
to destitution. With generous aid from 
American Christians and Churches, the 
best-informed persons believe that in a 
very few years Mexico wil! become a 
Protestant and flourishing Republic. For 
these reasons and this holy work the 
American and Foreign Christian Union 
appeal to the patriotic and evangelical 
Christians of our country for liberal and 
systematic aid. The time is eminently 
auspicious. The door is wide open to the 
hearts of those people. The attitude of 
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Rome, as well as solemn duty, bid us 
enter. 

This appeal for funds is to meet the fol- 
lowing important wants : — 

1. To press forward the general work 
by sustaining the native ministers and 
helpers who are so poor, and yet devote 
all their energies to the work, and increase 
the number of laborers. 

2. To print tracts in the Spanish lan- 
guage, now being translated or prepared 
by the able pen of the Rev. Henry C. 
Riley, specially adapted to meet the 
wants of Mexicans and South Americans. 

3. To sustain a weekly religious paper 
for a short time in the city of Mexico, un- 
til it shall be self-sustaining. 

4. To train pious Mexican youths for the 
ministry, of whom there is a large number 
anxious to be taught. 

5. To educate Protestant Mexican girls 
as female teachers in a country where fe- 
male education has been almost wholly 
neglected. 

6. To secure, from time to time, while 
real estate is at a mere nominal price, 
church buildings for the young and rapidly 
increasing congregations. A benevolent 
Jew in Puebla, simply as a friend of relig- 
ious liberty, presented a good stone- built 
church to the Protestant converts in that 
city. And a few large-hearted Christians 
in New York have pledged the money to 
consummate the purchase of a large and 
commodious church in the city of Mexico, 
connected with which are buildings for a 
Theological Seminary ; also for a female 
school, with sufficient apartments for a 
printing-house. ‘This church, when re- 
paired, will seat fully 2,500 persons. Its 
pastor will be the Rev. J. B. Romero, a 
young Mexican of great talent, fine learn- 
ing, burning eloquence and fervent piety, 
a man who has resigned a high post in the 
army and remunerative legal practice, and 
has also declined a high judicial station, to 
devote his head and heart to the redemp- 
tion of his people, and now preaches to an 
average of 2,000 persons per week. 

The Luther of this reformation in Mex- 
ico was a priest named Aguilar, who 
closed a life of great self-sacrifice and de- 
votion to Christ by a glorious death four 
years ago, leaving his devoted flock of 
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over seventy in number to mourn the loss 
of their faithful pastor. Another con- 
verted priest, who came out of bondage at 
the sacrifice of ease, income and luxury, 
to serve Christ, is the Rev Ramirez Ar- 
rayano, D. D., a noble Christian of three- 
score years; while a number of other 
Mexican Catholic priests, including the 
venerable Enrique Orestes, have given up 
all, in order to work for Christ and the 
salvation of their countrymen ; and among 
others of different vocations, who are la- 
boring in like manner, are such pure and 
noble Christians as Gabriel Ponce de 
Leon, Nicolas Islas y Bustamente, Can- 
danoza, Urbano, Antonio Morales, Jim- 
enese, Hermenegildo, and many others, 
poor in all things but love for God and 
their benighted countrymen. ‘The writer 
of this (a layman) knows these men, their 
purity and their poverty. He appeals to 
rich, benevolent Christians to bear in 
mind that 25 dollars annually, to any one 
of them, will keep him from want, and 
enable him to give his whole time to 
preaching the pure Gospel of Christ. 
Think of it, brethren, and avail your- 
selves heartily of this glorious opportunity 
to save a sister nation of 9,000,000, and to 
reach through them the whole of Central 
and Spanish America of the same race 
and language, and thus still further en- 
throne liberty on the American continent. 
Zion’s Herald. 
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RETURN OF MISSIONARIES. 


Bishop Kingsley, who a few months 
since visited China and India, makes the 
following judicious remarks in reference 
to the return of missionaries to this coun- 
try. We commend his observations to 
the careful attention of our readers : — 

“ The frequent return home of mission- 
aries to distant fields has been matter of 
some anxiety at home, but much more to 
the missionaries themselves. When the 
whole subject comes to be perfectly un- 
derstood at home, there will, } am sure, 
be the most entire harmony and good un- 
derstanding between the missionaries and 
the Church, as well as between the mis- 
sionaries and the Missionary Board. 
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“ The climate of India, and the same is 
true of Southern China, is very debilita- 
ting to foreigners. Long continued resi- 
dence in these countries, without return- 
ing to a cooler climate from time to time, 
is certain to be followed by impaired 
health and an early death. Various ef- 
forts have been made to establish sanita- 
riums in the mountains, both in India and 
China, and with some good results. But 
physicians in both countries say, that 
neither these nor any other expedient 
known can do away the necessity of a re- 
turn home occasionally for the purpose of 
recruiting both body and mind. During 
the winter season the weather is delight- 
fully pleasant, but there are six months 
in the year in which the heat is like the 
breath of an oven. All movements in the 
open air must be abandoned, or nearly so, 
and every effort resorted to during this 
season to keep breathing. Some remark- 
ably strong constitutions can stand it for 
one, two, or three years, to work on 
through this terribly hot weather, but 
such temerity is soon to be visited by the 
penalty affixed to this imprudence, at no 
distant period. 

“The English government, as the result 
of long experience in India, have found it 
good policy, financially as well as every 
other way, to allow men in the civil ser- 
vice to return home after eight years, and 
spend two years in recruiting; after this 
they remain in India five years, and are 
allowed again to return, and during 
twenty years they are allowed to return 
three times, at the expiration of which 
they are released altogether, with a pen- 
sion for the remainder of their lives. 

“« Something of the same sort, so far as 
returning home to recruit is concerned, is 
beginning to be felt to be a necessity by all 
Missionary Boards, who have for any con- 
siderable time had a force in these fields of 
labor. That missionaries going to distant 
fields should be expected to make these 
fields of labor their life work is proper. It 
costs the Society a large amount of money 
to send a man to a foreign field, pay his 
salary while he acquires the language, and 
pay aman for being constantly with him 
as his teacher. And it is but reasonable 
that men thus fitted for usefulness to the 
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Church, at the expense of the Missionary 
Society, should devote their lives to its in- 
terests. But this by no means implies 
that there is any propriety in a man’s re- 
maining and dying in India, when by re- 
cruiting for a couple of years he might be 
efficient for another ten years to come, 
and so on from time to time. It is cer- 
tainly much better to save a man’s life 
who is already prepared for efficient ser- 
vice in the missionary field, than to have 
him stay and die when he is just prepared 
to be most useful, and then take up a new 
man, and prepare him to be useful, and 
leave him in like manner to die. From 
what I have already seen, and I have 
carefully studied this question both among 
our own and other missions, I know that 
the missionaries are exceedingly averse 
to coming home to recruit as long as 
they can possibly get along where they 
are, and this unwillingness frequently 
leads them to remain so long that they 
can never fully regain their health again, 
even by leaving their fields for a time. 
This state of things is a part of the order 
of God’s providence, and may just as well 
be accepted as such first as last. Itis a 
part of the cross of Christ as embodied in 
missionary labor. Foreign missionary 
work, at !east so far as India and China 
are concerned, is particularly severe on 
American females, and all I have to say 
in regard to men, applies to them in all 
its force, with this additional fact, that 
they usually require to return and recruit 
their health two or three years sooner 
than men. 

“ Besides all that has been said on the 
debilitating effects of the climate, there 
are other reasons why our missionaries 
should be allowed to come home occa- 
sionally. Without witnessing it, one can- 
not realize what a difference there is in 
the entire mental and moral atmosphere 
between a heathen and a Christian coun- 


“ While one is bright, and cheerful, and 
hopeful, and warm, and enterprising, the 
other is dark, and dreary, and cold, and 
stagnant, and desponding. It revives the 
spirits, and gives new vigor and life to the 
whole man, to return and see how Chris- 
tianity moves the world; to feel its warm 
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sympathy, and breathe its heavenly atmos- 
phere. They return to their work much 
more vigorous and buoyant, in soul and 
body, for a season of contact with Chris- 
tian hearts aud homes in their native 
Christian land. 

“ Let me urge the Church at home, when 
these missionaries come among you to re- 
cruit failing health, receive them cheer- 
fully to your hearts. For God’s sake 
don’t add to their afflictions by implied 
censure of their course. If you had seen 
them weep, as I have done, in anguish, 


Donations. 


399 


when the truth could no longer be con- 
cealed, that they must leave their work, I 
know you would rather soothe than fur- 
ther afflict them. 

“ We may make up our minds, just as 
well first as last, that our missionaries for 
these foreign fields must at all times ex- 
ceed by about one sixth the actual work- 
ing force, or perhaps by a little larger 
fraction. In counting the cost of pro- 


claiming salvation to every creature, this 
must be taken into the account.” — West- 
ern Christian Advocate. 


MAINE. 
Jefferson, ch. 6; Springvale, ch. 
50; 38 50 
Waerren, Ladies’ Bap. For. Miss. Soc., 

Mrs. E. A. Richardson tr., 
Anson, friends 12; Hebron, ch. 5; 17 ¢0 
Penobscot Asso , Bangor, Ist chs, J. 

C. White tr., 100 00 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
East Northwood, Cong. worshipping 
in Bap. ch. 


167 50 


8 00 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Westfield, ch 

Clinton -» tow. sup. of nat. pr., 
care her. J. E. Clough, Ongole, 
India, J. Thissell tr., in part, 

Weston, Ladies’ Benevolent Soc., for 
sch. under Mrs. J. L. Douglass, 
Bassein, Burmah, 

Worcester, Pleasant St. ch., 8. 8., 
tow. sup. of nat. teacher among 
the Shans, Geo. W. Eames tr., 

Boston, a friend 12.75; do., for the 
French Miss., 10; do., to be ex- 
— in care of Rev. > Jewett, 

lore, India, 5; 

Needham, ch., ‘of 'wh. lea, is fr. 
J. K. Norton and Mrs. Norton, 
**God’s husbandry 5; 

Edgartown, ch. 12; Marlboro’, ch. 


40.86 
Cambridge. Old Cambridge, ch., J. 
B. Dana tr., 
Charlestown," lst ch.. Boa 
Miss. Soc., L. E. DeWolf tr., 
80. Randolpo, ch. 


RHODE ISLAND. 

Provideace, Mrs. H. 8. Wayland, to 
be expended in care ot Mrs. M. B. 
Ingalls, Thongzai, Burmah, 60; 
4th ch., 8. &., for the Burman 


Miss., 20; 
CONNECTICUT. 
Norwich, Central ch., Ladies’ Mite 
Soc., for the Shan Miss., Mrs. L. 
Thompson tr., 
Ea. Cornwall, College St. ch., 8. 8. 


NEW YORK. 


Leroy, ch. 27; A. B. C., for the 
Orphan sch., Nowgong, Assam, 


25; 

Rochester, 8. I. Phinney, tow. sup. 
of me See Dee, nat. pr., care 
Rev. M. H. Bixby, Toungoo, Bur- 


mah, 
Venice, ch., 8. 8. 
Whitehall, ch., 8. 8., tow. sup. of 
boy under Rev. J. R. Goddard, 
Ningpo, China, 


14 00 
95 00 
25 00 


18 00 


27 76 


7 00 
62 86 
1,062 28 


830 00 
8 10 1,684 94 


70 00 
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New York, Stanton St. ch, 8.8, 
Miss. £oc., tow. sup. of nat. pr. 
under Mrs. M. B. Ingalls, Thong- 
zai, Burmah, A. F. Swany tr., 

Geneva, ch.. for the Niogpo Miss., 
per Rev. M. J. Knowlton, 

Coll. per Rev. J. B. Pixley, Dist. 


Genesee River Asso., Nunda, ch. 
Ontario Asso. , Benton, ch. 

St. Lawrence Asso. , Rev. L. L. Wood 
ae River Asso., Painted Post, 


Monroe Asso , West Henrietta, ch. 
Madison Asso. , Cazenovia, Ist ch. 
Coll. per Rev O. Dodge, Dist. Sec. . 
Dutchess Asso., Dover Plains, ch., 
in part, 31.50; Croton Falls, ch., 


Hudson River So. Asso., Mr. Griggs 
20; W. A. Woodbridge 25; Mies 
Tuck 5; Miss Montague 10; ‘Tnfant 
class 7.81; a friend 50; ‘do. 20; 
two young friends 10; per Dr. 
Williams, 

New York Asso., Jacob Hays, 2d in- 
stallment tow sup. of Rev. J. R. 
Haswell. Maulmain, Burmah, per 
Dr. Anderson, 

Otsego Asso., Warren, ch. 

Hudson River Cent. Asso., Peekskill, 
ch ,in part, 

Union Asso., Yorktown, ch., in part, 

An unknown friend 


NEW JERSEY. 
Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., 
East N. J. Asso., _ Port, ch. 50; 
New Market, ch., in part, 
ding Rey. J. Ambler, Dist. 


can, ch. 18.06; Middletown, ch. 
Beverly, little Eddie, per Rev. Wm. 


Ward, 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Philadelphia, Mre. C. A. L., @ 
monthly contribution 
Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. 


Sec., 

Penniogtonville, ch. 25.18 ; 
ch. 110.69; Angora, ch., 8. 8. 38; 
Plymouth, ch 1v.19; West Phila- 
delphia, Ist ch., of wh 100 is fr. 
tow. sup. of 8. K. Hopkins 
in sch. of the late Rev. J. L. Doug- 
lass, Bassein, Burmah, 512; Eliza- 
beth, J. W. Roberts 5 ; 

Beaver Asso., Provideoce, ch. 19.88 ; 
West Salem, ch. 22. 45; Achor, 
ch. 23.20; Bethel, ch. 5; Zoar, 
ch. 11.45; Zion, ch. 17.08; Har- 
oe ch. 2.25; New Castle, ch. 


961 42 


128 06 


Wi «862 


100 00 
19 25 
40 60 
11 00 
| 
M47 81 
300 00 
5 00 
27 18 ‘ 
14 50 
00 
3631. 
50 00 = 
75 00 
500 80 00 
52 00 
701 06 
20 00 
10 60 
23 0 
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DELAWARE, 
—" per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. 


Claymont, J.M. Tage, tow sup. of 
nat pr, 3); Wilmington, H. 
Link 6 ; 


WEST VIRGINIA. 
Coll. per Rev. Thomas Allen, Dist. 
Sec., 


Parkersburg Asso., Parkersburg, ch. 
15.95 ; Williamstown, ch. 6; 


VIRGINIA, 
Charlottesville, Jas. Alexander 


OHIO. 
Coll. per Rev. Thomas Allen, Dist. 


ec. 

Meigs Creek Asso., Brookfield, ch. 1; 
Cumberland, ch. 2.50; Lowell, 
Mrs. Millard 2; Marietta, ch. 
95.09; McConnellsville ch., of wh. 
8.87 is fr. S. 8., 31.97; Matamo- 
rus, ch. 8.66; Wind-or, ch. 4.05 ; 
coll. at Asso , of wh. 100 is tow. 
sup. of nat. prs., 113.62, and all to 
coust. Rev. Z. 6. Rush, of New- 
port, and Kev. J. 8. Covert of 
Graysville, H. Lb. M., 

Miami Union Asso., Dayton, Wayne 
St. ch., John Temple 5; Kings 
Creek, ch , >. 8.5 76; 

Mohican Asso. , Johnsville, ch. 

Mt. Vernon Asso., Chester, ch., bal. 

Sciota Ass»., Lancaster, ch. 11; 
Licking, ch 12.25; coll. at Asso., 
of wh. 100 is fr. Theop»ilus Rees, 
toconst. himself H. L. M., 133 65; 

Miami Asso., coll. at Asso , B. F. 


Barry tr. 
INDIANA. 
Coll. per Rey Thomas Allen, Dist. 


Brownstown Asso , Seymour, ch., 
of wh. 9.60 is fr. 8. 8., 

Flat Roek Asso., Flat Rock. ch., 8. 
8., 3.68; coll ‘at Asso., to be ex- 
pended for pat. pre, "and with 
other funds to const. Rev. John 
Reece of Shelbyville H. L. M., 


84.20 
White Water Valley Asso., one half 


coll. at Asso. 
ILLINOIS. 


Peoria, German ch., of wh 9is fr. 8. 
S.and 4 fr. Sewing Soc , and all 
for the Karea Miss., 

Coll. per. kevs. 8 M. O-good and C. 
F. Tolman, Dist. Secs., 

Chicago Asso., Barrington, ch. 

Dixon sso., Dixon, ch. 

Edwardsville Asso., Greenville, ch. 

.85; Upper Alton, ch. 50.765 ; 
Shurtleff College, Students’ Miss. 


Soc., 4; 

Fox River Asso , Big Rock, ch. 4; 
Kaneville, ch., of »h. 40 is fr. Mr. 
Hanchett, 49.53 ; 

1. River Asso., Kewanee, ch., 8. 8., 
tow. sup. of Kandura, under Rev. 
M. B Vomfort, Gowahati, Assam, 

Louisville Asso., coll per Key. J. Celi 
18.25 ; Little Prairie, ch. 5 80; 

Mackinaw Asso., Clayton, ch. 2,50; 
El Paso, ch., of wh. 5 is fr. Mrs. 
M. M. Bowers, Ist pays. tow edu- 
cating pupil in Nowgong, Assam, 
and 12.5 fr 8.8, for do., both 
under Mrs. E. P. Scott. 17.60; 
Panola, ch., of wh. 4 is fr. 8. 8., 
33.59; Washburn, Kev. W. E. 
James 15; 

Aseo., Springfield, North 
ch., Rev. H. L. ‘Field 


IOWA. 
Fremont, Rey. Lewis Barrows 


35 00 
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Coll. per Revs. 8. M. Osgood and C. 
F. Tolman, Dist. Secs., 

Burlington Asso. , Burlington, ch , of 
wh. 10 is fr. EB. A. Van Meter, for 
Rev. J. E. Clough, Ongole, India, 
12; Danville, ch., for do., 17.41 
Fairfield, ch., for do., 2: Mt. 
Pleasant, ch.,’for do, 3; Pisgah, 
ch., for do ,3; New London, ch, 
for Rey. I. J. Stoddard, Gowalpara, 
Assam, 2; 

lowa Valley Asso., Marshalitown, 
D. Arnold 105: Tama City, Rev. 
J. L. Gage 2.50 ; 

Keokuk Asso., Denmark, ch., for 
Rev. J. E. Clough, Ongole India, 

Upper Des Moines As-o , Boones- 
boro’, Mrs. T. J. Mafitt 


MICHIGAN. 

Coll. per Revs. 8. M. Osgood and C. 
F. Tolman, Dist. Sees., 

Grand River Asso., Ensley Centre, 
ch , 8. 8. 

Jackson Asso., Leslie, ch , Mrs. Rum- 
rey, for Bibles in Aseam, 

River Asso, Marshall, 

Levawee Asso., Hudson, Rev. J. N. 
Carman, tow. sup. of Gangoram, 
under Rev. I. J. Stoddard, Gowsl- 
para, Assam, 

Michigan Asso., Port Huron, ch., 
Mrs. B. Davis 100; St. Clair, ch. 
2.45 ; 

Shiawassee Asso., St. John’s, ch. 

Washtenaw Asso., Dexter, ch. 


MINNESOTA. 


Coll. per Revs. 8. M Osgood and C. 
F. Tolman, Dist. Secs., 

Crow River Arso., Coll. at Swede 
Conference 5.65; Swede Grove, ch. 


8. 
Minn ‘Asso. -» Lakeland, ch., 8.8, 
Tilly Munger 
MISSOURI. 


Coll. per Revs. 8. M. Osgood and C. 
F. Tolman, Dist Sees., 

Springfield, Col. H. Fletcher, tow. 
sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. J. E. 
Clough, Ongole, India, 


WISCONSIN, 


Coll. per Revs. 8. M. Osgood and C 
F. Tolman, Dist. Secs., 

LaCrosse Asso., lacrosse, ch., 8. 8., 
Miss M. Jones 

Winnebago Asso., Fond du Lac, ch., 
of wh. 10 is fr. Dr. J. B. Wade, 
18; Poynett, coll. per Rev. D. 


Bray ton 4; 
NOVA SCOTIA. 


Bap. Convention of N va Scotia, 
New Brunswick, and P. Island, 
tow. salary of Rev. Wm. George, 
Burmah, 8. Selden tr., 


400 in gold 
CANADA. 


Niagara Asso., Beamsville, ch., per 
Rev. J. B. Pixley, 


LEGACIES. 


Lynn, Mass., Miss Lucy Bacheller, 
per I. Haddock, Exr., 

Lynn, Mass., Dea. Jona. Bacheller, 
per H. Haddock, Exr., in part, 
Albany, N. Y., Mrs Ann James, per 

A.B Capwell, Att'y, in part, 


Donations and Legacies from April 1 
to Aug. 1, 1870, 


to Sept. 1, 1 


[October, 1870. 


2 00 
8 00 
15 00 


10 00 


102 45 
1 50 
87 60 171 45 


5,729 42 


100 00 
561 25 


4,000 00 4,651 25 


$10,380 67 
$23,031 00 


$33,411 67 
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